ED 042 849

AUTHOR
TITLE

INSTITUTION
SPONS AGENCY
REPORT NO
BUREAU NO
PUB DATE
GRANT

NOTE

EDRS PRICE
DESCRIPTORS

IDENTIFIERS

ABSTRACT

DOGCUMENT RESUME
24 uDp 010 573

Anderson, Edmund A.

A Grammatical Overview of Baltimore Non-standard
Negro Fuglish.

Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, Md. Center for the
Study of Social Organization of Schools.

Ccffice of Education (DHEW), Washington, D.C. Rureau
of Researche.

CSS0S-R=66

BR=6=-16100-04

May 70

OEG=2-7-061610-0207

108p.

EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-$5.50

*Disadvantaged Youth, *Elementary School Students,
Grammar, *Mathematical Linquistics, *Negro: Dialects,
*Negro Students, Negro Youth, Nonstandard Dialects,
Sentence Structure, Socioeconomic Status, Speech,
Structural Grammar, Syntax

Baltimore, Maryland

This report is an overview of the most frequently

recurring grammatical structures in the speech of ten-year-old¢ to
tvelve-year-o0ld black chjldren from lower socioeconomic neighborhoods
in Baltimore. 1he speech sample consists of three types of speech

situations:

playing games with peers, talking with an older white

interviewer, aud telling stories. This report presents the
similarities between Raltimore Non-standard Negro English (BNX®) and
Standard English (SE) as well as the differences, using a structural
approach. Several important grammatical variables were chosen on
vhich to perform soae statistical counts. The results of these counts
are presented in the appendix. They deal with the following features
of BNNE: noun plural formation, possescive markers, fpast tense
formation, presence versus absence of present tense auxiliary
"be/copula," auxiliary "be/copula" past tense (i.e., 'was" versus
“"yere"), and the various forms of "have." (Author)




EDO 42849

A CRAMMATICAL OVERVIEW OF
BALTIMORE 1ON-:TANDARD NEGRO ENGI-ISH

Program No. 61610-04
Grant No. OBG=2-7-061610-0207

r. “ Y

Rduund A. Anderson

130
']
Ui
S
- "”s 1970
S

I~

Published by the Center for the Study of Social Organization of Schools,
supported in part as a rescarch and developzent center by funds frea the
United States Office of Educution, Department of Health, Ed:cation and
Welfarc., The opinions expressed in this publication do rot necessarily
seflect the position or policy of the Office of Education, ard no
official endoraement by the Office of Education should be inferred.

The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland

Report No, 66

VS OIPARTMENT OF REALTA LOUCA TON
A WELPARE

OFFCE OF EOUCATON
g OOCUVENT RAS BELN MMHODLCED
EXALTLY AS RECENVTD 1ROW TR MERSON O
ORGAMATION DWG NATING T PONTS OF
VER Of OF NOAS STATED DO WOT WECES
SAMAY MERRESENT OFNOWRL OFTICE OF DY
CATON POSTION 08 SOURY



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The author gratefully acknowledgea the helpful comments and suggestions
on the preliminary draft by Dr. Catherine Garvey of the Center for the Study
of Socia)l Organization of Schools and by Dr. Roger W. Shuy, Dr. Ralph
Fasold nnd Dr. Walter A. Wolfram of the Snciolinguistice Procraq at the
Conler for Applied Linguistica, Waszhington, D.C.. Those comments and
suggentions have contributed to the shape of the final report, but the
primary responaibility for the final work rests with the author.

Special thanks are due the children whosas apeech was the objeoct
of this study for their willing and enthusiastic cooperation, and also
those people in the Baltimore City Schools and the Baltimore community

who asoisted in the collection of the speech vamples.

i1



ABSTRACT

This report is an overview of the most frequently recurring grammatical
structures in the speech of 10-12 year old tlack children from lower socio-
economic neighborhoods in Baltimore., The speocch sample consists of three
types of speech situations: playing games with peera, talking with an
older white interviewer, and telliﬁg stories. This report presents the
similarities betwecn Baltimore Non-standard Negro English (BNNE) and
" Standard FEnglish (SE) as well as the differences, using a structural
approach.

Several inportant grammatical variables were chosen on which to perfora
some atatistical counts. The results of theas counts are presented in
the appendix. They deal with the following features of BNNE:i noun
plural formation, possessive markers, past tense formation, presence vs.
absence of present tense auxiliary gg/copula. auxiliary pg/copula past

tense (wag ve. xere), and the various forms of have.
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General Background

The purpose of this report is to provide a description of the non-
standard English spoken bLy Nsgiro children in some of the lower socio-
economic atatue neighborhoods of Baltimore. The work was conducted as part
of the Program for the Study of Standard lLanguage Acquisition, and as such
reprasents an aspect of the descriptive work which was carried out for the
purpose of developing teuching materisla in standard English.

Within the laat feu years a number of linguiats have begun to descride
the non-standard varieties of speech found in the United States and to
attempt to relate their description to the function of language variaties
in society. Particular interest has teen shown ir the speeoh of lower-
olass Negroes, especially in large urban areas. Representative atudies

1 2 3

are those of Labov et al”, loman , ¥elfram 4

and Shuy, Wolfram and Riloy.
A practical point of concern has been with the langusge of echool-aged
children and with the question as to the extent to which speaking a non-
standard variety of Erglish may be a factor in the gencrally lower academio
performance of lower-class black children., A review of this area is
provided by ca:dens. ard an earlier statement of the pedugogical implications
A non-standard apeech was made by Stovart.s

There are at least two major theories which are put forth to account
for the lower class dlack child's non-achieveaent in the public achools,

and moat studien of these children's speech refleot one or the other

theoretical position. These Lheories have been called the deaficiency

model wund tie difference model. A eritique of these positions and

citationa of relevant studies is provided by Devor.7

The deficiency mcdel
lays great stress on the traditionsl nomms of the pudlic echools and on

the observation that lower-claas black children perfimm poorly on the




conventional tests of achievement. These children do not speak oftern in

the classroom. If they do speak, they are reporfed to use "incompleto
sontences” and "bad grammar."” These observatiouns are interpreted to indicate
cognitive deficiencies and poorly developed or incomplete language systeml.e
The fact that the child's performance may fall progressively farther below
the expectations of the school as he advances into the upper grades is
accopted as further evidence of this defioit.g

The difference model accepis thuo observations made by proponents of
the deficiency model, but with an important difference in attitude: the
speech of the children is not judged on a scale of "good" versus "bad." A
proponent of this model wovld not eay that the child uses "bad" gramamar,
but that he uses a different, though fully asystematic grammar. The positive
oontribution of the difference model, however, is the additional obsarvntion
that the lower-class hlack child ie proficient in other non-acadeaic, apeech
situstions-=that he is fluent in apeaking with hie peera.lo An atteapt is
then made to vxplain the discrepancy between poor performance in school
and verdal fluency in peer-group activities. The child's poor school
perfornmance is viewed as a product of the conflict betwesen his own peer
and home behaviors and the school norms. The conflict may develop as the
result of different value systems, different ways of recognieing social
status, different atyles of social interaction, btut, wost important, of
different linguistic synteas.

The present report accopts the attitudinal orientation of the difference
model and supporte ap well its obasrvation of the children's fluensy in
peer-group speech situations. However, an important emphasis of this study
is not only the presentation of Cifferences between standard English and

the variety here described, btut alao the presentation of the airdlarities
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between the two varieties of English.

Such an approach is consonant with the purpose of this report, which
is to provide a desoription of the language behavior which must serve as
a starting point for instruction in the standard language. The teacher,
the achool administrator or the writer of instructional materiale will be
concerned, not only with how the child's languaée differs from standard
English, but also with how {% resembles standard Fngliah.

Limitations on the scope of thia report are p?esontod in the fcllowing
section in which the apeakers and speech styles studied are deacribhed.
Collection of Language Samples

Parent-child game. The primary linguistic samples consisted of
recorded conversations of 10-12 year old boys. This age group was chosen
as representing &an important sudbjeot population for inatruction in oral
atandard Bnglieh. Labov's work in New York indicated that this age group
might be young enough not to be too hard pressed by peer proasures against
learning atandard Englioh.ll Thie time ie also vital to a child's academio
progress siace in Jjunior and senior high echool, the curriculua focuses
increasingly on substantive subject matter, while assuming proficiemay in
standard English.

Tape recordings were made by a vhite male interviever at aeveral
Cormunity Action Agencies in two inner city areas of Balti-ore.12 In
these sesrions, the boys played a game called Parent-Child, 13 It requires
some linguiatic activity on the part of the players aa they bargain with
each other to get pointa. In addition to the conduet of the game, seasions
allowed for spontaneous conversational interchanges azong the childrea.

This technique for elicitation of peer speech provided apeech corpora

for fourteen boys recorded over a period of eight months. The recordings
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from several early sessions were discarded because a large proportion of
time was spent by the interviewer in explaining how to play the game. The
remaining sessions wore relatively free of such intervention, and the boys
became incressingly relaxed as they became accustomed to the recording
setiing.

In summary, these corpora are the product of a group of children who
knew each other previously and who carried out the same activily repeatedly
in sessions which were spaced over an oxtended period of time. These factors
provided a check on ‘he regularity of speech behavior over a period of
time.

Interviews. A second sample source was tupped by interviewing some
of the eame children who had played the games and some who had not. Thia
setting involved the children (some alone, some in pﬁira) in a apeech
context with an older vhite male. The general foimat was short queation
and anaver interchange.

Narratives. A third source of speech was obtained by asking children to
relate a recent episode of their favorite television ohow and/or to explain
how to play one of their favorite neighborhood games.

Three of the boys who had played the gaaes and participated in the
intervieve gave additional narrative saamples. Three other bdoya from the
saae population as tle game boys provided television episodes and game
explanations, In addition, eight boya and girls froa a Baltimore City grade

4

cehool1 wore intervieved and asked to relate a telovision epinode and

describe a reirhborhood game.
1s the lover Class Black Child's Speech Engiish?

Several investigators have suggeated that the differences between
standard English (S®) and Non-standard Negro English (NNE) are mo basic
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that NNE should be considered a different language instead of a dialect of
English.15 Thi3s view of differences seems too extreme for the corpora of
Baltimore speech considered here.
Whereas most of the differences entail a NNE variation of a SE
grammatical fecture (e.g., the range of negation: SE I didn't see anything.
ve. NNE I ain't see nothigg.). at least one difference involves an entirely
new category in NNE: the uninflected finite- be verb. SE does not formally
mark the difference between Temporal (i.e., specified for time) and A-
teaporal, (e.g., I'm winning now., vs, Sometimes when I'm winning, she
wants to quit.), whereas NNE commonly marks the difference (e.g., I'm
winning now., va. Sometimes when I be winning, she always be wanting to
quit.). Although the meaning of this uninflected- be form is still subject
to debate, it appears that the sets of SE and NNE;examples ubcve are semantically
equivalent. The only difference is that whereas NWNE marks out two aress of
meaning by am/is/areiwas/were vs. bg, SB does not.
The relative ease of communicating with these children in situations
in which they appeur to feel at ease seems to be an indication of the mutual
intelligibility of the two varieties.16 The implications of this point are
not clear, however, in light of our relative ignorance of the functioning of
tvo similar linguistic systems which are coexistent in the same speaker, if
indeed it can be said that linguistic systems can coexist in one speaker.17
After studying the speech of these children, it is still hypothesized
that this variety is an Englieh speech variety. The label Baltimore
Non-5tardard Negro English, though long, was chosen to designate: 1)
geographical location of the speskers of this language variety, 2) the
variety's sociolinguistic status ( = Non-standard), 3) othnic identification

of the variety's speakers, and 4) the variety's language class membership
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( = English).

Different non-standara varieties of English could also be designated
with this set of descriptors, but further descriptors might be necessary,
such as origin of its speakers.

Outline of the Analysis

| The analyeis followed the traditional procedures of comparison and
tabulation of forms in the transcribed corpora, The analyéis sought to
identify the recurring aspects of speech which could provide clues to the
structure of BNNE,

The assumptions carried into the analysis dealt with the concept of
what Language, or a language, is and what it is not. The author's concept
has been strongly influenced by structural linguistics, and especially by
Garvin's formulation of the structuralist framework as a "definitional
model of language."l8

Garvin defines language by its peculiar structural properties. He
selects "three sets of levels: two levels of structuring, the phonenmic
and worphemic respectively; two levels of organization..namely selection
and arrangement; and aevefal levels of integretion, along which the scale

w19 Briefly, it is expected

of units of increasing complexity is arranged,
that a language will have units, relationships and a hierarchy of structures,

The Format of the BNNE Grammar

The concept of a hierarchy of increasingly complex grammatical structu:ies
provided the basic organizational principle for this outline of BNNE
grammar. At the bottom of the hierarchy are basic structural units defined
by covariance of form and meaning. At the top of the hierarchy are highly
complex units, the internal structures of which consist of clusterings and

groupings of lower level unita.




The basic grammstical structure of BNNE can be set forth on five
levele.20 The five levels are:

5. _Sentencea (clusters of clauses) -- not treated 1n‘this
description

4, Clauses (the primary level of syntactic structure)

3. Phrases (1ncluding sublevels: Noun Phrase; Prepositional
Phrase = Preposition + Noun Phrase)

2. Korpheme clusters (in which some morphemes are bound )

1. Morphemes (basic units of form-meaning covariance}

Of the five levels, only morphemes have no internal grammatical structure.
Levels 2 - 5 describe a continmium of increasing potential grammatical
complexity. That is, as one progresses from level 2 through level 5,
the grammatical structures become increasingly complex.

This study does not represent an exhaustive analyesis of the components
at each level. However, the major grammatical categorien at each level
have been selected for description. By major is meant those categories
which are represented in utterances in all the texts, such as the detefminer
system, the tense-aspect system, the syatems of negation. Within these
categories are found those differences which are most frequently cited
as distinguishing BNNE from SE. MHere, too, can be noted the preponderantly

gimilar basic grammatical structure of these two varieties of English,
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~10-




LOWER LEVEL GRAMMATICAL UNITS AND STRUCTURES

The Morpheme
As with any language variety, the grammatical structure of BNNE has

as its foundation basic linguistic units called morphemes. The morpheme
is the minimal form-meaning covariant unit of language. Form-meaning
covariance is basic to the functioning of any linguistic system. Seversl
examples may be useful in undersianding form-meaning covariance: man
differs from men by a vowel sound. Correaponding to the change in form

is a change of the grammatical meaning: Plural. Man differs from pan's
by .« consonant sound accompanied by a change of meaning: Possessive. And
further, men differs from men's by a consonant sound accompanied by a
change of grammatical meanings Possessive. The same principle applies

to verbs. See differs from 8aw by a vowel sound and is accompanied by a

change of meaning: Past Tense.

Morpheme Clusters

The zomplexity and subtlety of BNNE (or any) linguistic structure
is not accomplished by catenating morphemes indefinitely, but by clustering
morphemes and subsequent clusters of morphemes according to conventions
in an increasingly ccmplex hierarchy.
The simpleat morpheme clusters consist of two or three morphemes
with relatively simple interrelationships. Some clusters are readily
separated: Nourn + Plural (man-men, girl-girls, tooth-teeth). Others
are not so easily described. Some clusters require the investigation
of iinguistic context to complete the description. One class of the latter

type is the noun-phrase determiner claas.
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Determiness. A determiner introduces a nominal phrase and limits
the meaning of the following nominal. The &nalysis of determiners in
BNNE yielded the following classes of morphemes.

1. A gpecificity designation
(&) Definite
(b) Indefinite
2. A proximity designation (for definite only)
(a) Unapecified (a-proximate)
(b) Near (proximate)
(¢) Far (nor-proximate)
3. A number designation |
(a) Singular
(b) Plural

The term proximity refers to temporal as well as spatial

relationships (e.g., This time I want to be the child.).

The clustering of these morphemes is pictured in the following

diagram.
Definite Indefinite
Proximity
A-proximate| Proximate | Non-Proximat
Singular this that &, any, some,
g the every, etc,
g
2 Plural these them some, any, etc.
Pigure 1

Tha BNNE Determiner

The BNNE determiner structure is like that of SE in moat respects.

-12~



The differences from SE have to do with the forw of certain determiners.
For example, the BNNE plural non-proximate form is them (SE those).
Secondly, there is only one form for the indefinite singular determinor:
a /eo/. The use of Yhem is a common characteristic of other non-Standard
English (NE) varieties of Baltimore speech. Illustrating examples are
rather easy to find in the corpora. Some of these follow.
Definite A-proximate
8g. That's the wrong one,
pl. That'd be giving you the points.
Definite Proximate
8g. 1 like this chair.
This time 1 want to be the child.

pl. Don't you got to put all these cards down,
all these B's on here?

Definite Non-proximate
sg. He ain't gonna get that one either.
He got me that time.
pl. I order you to get them things up, boy.
Them cards over there is thicker than these.
Indefinite
8g. You a good guy.

You already gave a order on that one,
I mean a agreement.

I'm gonna get me & Oriole hat, too.

Go ahead, pick gny one of them.

You gotta make some agreement, Larry.

Yop, they was watching every move they made.
pl. If we hide some marbles, you c'find them,

you can have them.

-13-



++.and when they shoot any marbles out of the pot,
we'll pick them up and put them in our pockets,

The /H/ segment of the definite determiners has been observed in
New York speech by Labov (1964).1 In BNNE and SE connected speech, /d4/
in the initilal position is commonly lost or assimilated to the previous
consonant: e.g., what's thig [hwes'slsl, cause this (boy) [khaz'zIé],
shove them ['sevdem], put this [p'{rt" tls] ~ ['bhvt"dxaj.
Nouns. The analysis of BNNE nourns discloses the following classes
for morphemes,
1. Class
(a) Count nouns {designated for number)
(b) Mass (not specified for number)
2. Number
(a) Singular

(b) Plural (see Appendix A, pp. A-1FF. for more specific
information relative to noun plural formation.)

3. Possession

The following diagram pictures the configuration of morphemes:

count nags
Unmodified Possessive Unmodified Possesaive
s8ingular man zan* |
water water*
plural men men*
Figure 2
The BNNE Noun

*The possessive morpheme ia rarely formed by the usual SE
suffix -s. Possesajon is indicated rather by the positioning
of a noun before a second noun accompanied by & \/ gtress pattern.
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Exanmples are plsntiful, Under the category of count nounss
Singular
sesyou gotta have a half a marble.

I almoat busted that boy head.

The girl name was Billy,
Singular Posseassive

She pushed her hueband -- Pendlope hisband -- right in
the water.

GJB:gg,cégds was in a different place.

/
When she came out, she had that iégx diamond right in
her hand.

What yecur Dother nime then? Give him your mother nﬁae.
\
Then she stole $5,000 from her husband b‘hk.
Plural

You tell everyone to put their feets in, and you say like
this, "Tarzan was in a tree and he fell out."

He said, "If you got but two hands you can do it."

I know what every last one them numbers is.

You got so sharp eyes on you, you know.
Plural Possessive

I can look at the pcople cards, can't I?

Somatime they call him the marble king -~ when they win
all the people mardble, they call him the marble king.

Mass Nouns

You don't have to come straight home from achool if you
wear your hair the way I want you to.

Hey, George, don't take too much money =--
You better go downstairs and drink some water.

Pronouns. The pronoun can function as a phrase constituent: in a

prepositional phrase as ths object of the preposition (to them), noun
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phrase as a possessive attributive (my house), compound noun phrase as
a head (gg and George). Pronouns car be clause constituents and fill
the subject, direct object, indirect otject, predicate nominative, or
the possessive nominal slots,

The analysis of 3NVNE pronouns isolated the following classes of
- morphenes,

1. A number designaticn

(a) singular
(b) Plural
2. A person designation
(a) First person
(b) Second person
(c) Third person
3. A gender designation {for third person singular only)
(a) Masculine
(v) Feminine
(c¢) Neuter
There is a fourth formal class which designatea the grammatical
slot in which the pronoun functions, a case designation. A complete array
of these case forms follows: "a
He likes cats. (subject) A
Cats like him. (direct object)

People give him stray cats. (indirect object) ‘

Be bought himself a Siamese. (reflexive indirect object) f
Cats just seem to come to him, (object of preposition) ]

That Persian is his favorite cat. (possessive attributive)

Every cat you see around here is his. ( possesasive nominal)
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The following chart shows how the morphemes cluster and the BNNE

fosme for the specified clusters.

Attributive
Subject | Object Reflexive 1 2
SINGULAR
\st person 1 me (myself) ny nine
2nd parson you you yourself you(r) yours
3rd person he bim hisself his his
masculine
3rd person she her = | (herseif) her (hers)
feminine
3rd person it (1) | (steert)
neuter
PLURAL
18t person e (us) | (ourselrf) our (ours)
2nd person you all {you al1) (you alls)
3rd person they thom | themself thei(r) | (theirs)

Fgure 3
The ENNE Pronounsa

() indicates that examples of this form were
not found in the corpora.

There is one major form vhich is not found in general SBi the
second person plural you all, which ie also characteristic of Standard
Southern epeech. One variety of English spoken by Baltimore whites
vith origins in Eastern Virginia has the second person plural form youse
(/yuvs/ or /yuws/) as in ¥here is youse going?, ¥hat iime will youse be

hack?
ENNE exaaples are presented by functionsi slot.

Sub ject Object

1 vant Anthony to play me. 1 know he can't beat me.
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You in the tenth grade. I detcha I could beat you though.

He in the tenth grade. You could a ordered him.
1t don't be open on Monday. They made it that way.
¥e were scared. Y'all gonna play ug?
Y'all gonna play with us? I heard you all.

They wanted it to break. You shuffle them up?

Indirect Object
Maza ain't gonna give me no whippin'.
‘fou better go buy you some clothes, boy.
You gave him twenty points right there.
We ain't gonna give ‘'em nothin'.
Object of Preposition
You shouldn't a done this to pge.
Show you what I'm gonna do to you.
Don't whisper nothin' to him.
Bof of ua got ezero.
I beat toth of you all.
We asked you on all of ‘em.
Reflexive
| (a) Subject Iterative
I say, "go look for it yourself."
(b) Direct Objects
And he took and bdblindfold hisself.
You better go downstairs and cool yourself off.
(c¢) Indirect Object:
You got yourself a deal.

1'n gonna get me a Oriole hat.
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(d) Object of Preposition

Boys alvays want to be on a team by themself.

You take it for yourself.,
Well, you let him talk for hisself.
Possesasive Attridutive

Then ny mother took and put on her jacket and rushed out
the house,

I ecrdexr you to do your homework.
And then Casper turned back to his normal self.

«+oand vhen he shoot any marbles out of the pot, we'll
pick thom up and put them in our pockets.

They had to get back in the window turn dack to their
nornal a0lf,

Possessive Nonina).
lat's see what pine say.
Put yours down, bdoy.
So he's got a agree on his, right?
Adverbs. Adverds modi{y verds, verd phrases, whole predicates,

vhole clauses, and nouns ( usually following the nount The man downstairs...).

There sre four general classes of adverds in 882 according to broad
meaningt: eaphatic adverds, sanner adverds, temporal adverbs, and locative
adverbs, Each class ha® distridbutional cheracteristics.

Enphatic adverbr eaphasiee a statement or expross a reservation.

Glearon cites alvays, usually, certainly as cozmon eaphatic adverds. His

characterization of emphatic adverds is not complete enough to use as is9.
The Jjustificaticn for classifying alvave and usu as emphatic adverds
is in question. A more reasonadle deaignation is teaporal since these

adverds deal with one aspect of time deseription (i.e., restriction in

time: pever vs. ususlly vs. alwyays.).




Gleason's defining criterion ie purely distributional, that is, the
emphatic adverb precedes the verdb or auxiliary (when present). Given
thia syntactic critericn, there is no control on the homogeneity of the
class., Homogeneity can be more nearly approximated by culling out obvious
temporal, locative, and manner adverbs which leavee a reduced class of
emphatic adverbs, BRNE examples of emphatic adverbs follow,

But you atil}l beat,
You better not tear it.
It's really me against lLarry.

These examples precade the verd. A group of clause-final adverds
performs the emphatic function as voli.

Hv ain't gonna get that one anyway.

I'd rather be parent anyhow.

He ain't guwa get nune nohow.

I didn't break no order either.

You better not open your mouth neither.

Manner adverbs answer questions containing how.

bon't read so slow.
I'm gonra play it cool today.
His cards wvasn't arranged t2o good.
The relative manner adverd appears with a catenative vord construction.
You don't know how to play good enough.

Teaporal adverds answer questions containing wxhen. Teaporal adverds
deajgnate various time paraneters. One group of temporal adverds fixes
a point in tinme,

I'm gonna play it cool today.
I vanna play you pow.



Another group designates time up until a point X,
I ain't said nothing yet.
He still haven't caught up with me, though.
¥o already played.

Yot and still occur with negative constructions, already with positive,

The former are mutually exclusive in that yet occurs clause-final, still

pre-verdbal,

Another dimension is restriction in tize. Never/ever indicates

complete reétriction.
He never want to lose them points.

They didn't never know that she was stealing ail thati stuff.

Hobody ever beat me.
Always indicates complete unreatriction.
I knov you bad, cause you always had,
Several adverbs indicate partial reatriction in time.
Sometimes you get them hot.
He don't beat hinm often.
The relative temporal adverd is often used,
Mhen you say it, say "for instance” so 1 know.
Locative adverbs are answvers to questions containing where.
This go here, Kal.
1 been outside playing.
If you come straight home from achool.
I can't get too glose to him.
The interrogative and relative locative adverd vhere ie comason.
Yhere's the dog at?
You're telling vhere to look at.
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A fifth type of adverb might be called an adverd of degree. Thess
adverbs answer questions containing how much.

I ain't help him nopne.
He brag too much.

Adjectives. Adjectives mocify nours. The two syntactic environments
in vhich BNMNE adjectives occur are the attributive position of a noun
phrase and the absolute position (as a subject complement) in a clause.
The adjective can stand alone or it may be intensified or limited.

Adjectives in attributive position follow, including examples with
intensifiers and limiters.

All thase little guys jump the big guys.

He got different cardy, don't he?

He a friendly shost.

Don't take too much money.
They take off 89 many points.
Me and him take boys real big.

Following are exazples of the adjective in absolute position, some
with intensifiera and limitera.
You slick, boy.
Anthony ain't naughty.
seothey 18 young...
Like 1f they be wrong, we pick up a stick and beat thes.
A hudgy mardle is real fat.
1t's too cold.
Birdman ain't so good.
He Jjust bad.
Adjectives are modified to indicate degree As in SB, there are

- 22-



comparative (adjective + -ort more + adjective) and superlative (adjective
+ -eat: the most + adjective) degrees.
There was this o0l1d house over there.

Two older brothers.

My parents is older than you are.
I'm the first oldest...
That's a good deal, man.

It might be a better place to sleep.

I'm the best scorekeeper.
Modifiera. BNNE has a group of modifiera traditionally called adverbs,
though formal charecteristics do not Justify this inclusion.
3

Gleason” has noted four typesi! intensifiers, limiters, sentence
introducers/aentence connectors, and a nameleas class consisting of
pot and there.
Intensifie.s modify adjectives and adve.ds, but not verdbs. BNNE
exanples with an adverd are!
Don't read so slow.
I got my head mighty far, George...
«eoyou cheat too nuch,
I bet your gero poines right there.
Intensifiers differ from adverbs in that adverds occur in absolute
position. Intensifiers do not.
He's plow.
*He's 89.
Azxamples with an adjective follow.

It's too cold.

1'a def g yery nice to you.
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You got 80 sharp eyes on you, you know.
As with adverbs, BNNE adjectives occur in absolute position while
intansifiers do not.
It's cold.
*It's very.
Limiters modify phrases of &ll k!nds. Common limiters are only,
Just, even. BNNE examples ares
Only way you'll beat 18 put me out...
Poevee only got one.
I only could wink one eye.
He say he don't want nobody to touch it. Not even type on it.
I Jjust did 1like that.
I'm just telling them.
He Jjust now aaid it.
Thera ain't no mother and father, Jjust the parents,
Common SB sentence introducers/sentence connectors are nevertheless,
however and furthorwoce, There are no BNNE examples in the corpora.
Gleason's fourth class consists of the items not and there (not the
Jocative adverd). The clasa does not seem well-motivated, but serves rather
as a oatch al) for fall.out from the other classes. Not is treated in
the section on BNNB regation (p.
Thers is a semantically eapty clause introducer in SE, There ts
r-aely used in BNNE. A common RNNE functioral equivalent to there is it.
By semantically enpty is meant that there does not refer to a previous
noun phrase and doea not by itself have a semantic referant. The following
exanples are representative of BNNE.

It vas a shov on named "Flipper.”
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It was this outiav...

¥When -~ it was & fire -~ and, he went up there, and it was
a little baby in the fire. It was 8 house on fire and the
Jittle bady was in *here.

Yorda. The BNNE verb forms provide ar interesting picture by comparison
with SE, the most notable differences being 1) the absence of a third
person aingular form of the BNNE finit2 verd in the present tense (e.g.,
What do that mean?), 2) the absence in BNNE of an Auxiliary be/Copula
form in present tense with certain subjects, 3) the partial loss or
cozplets abasence of the auxiliary have in preaeﬁt relatives past
conatructions, and 4) the existenue of a single past tenase form of the
Auriliary ke/Copula ( the BNNE preferred furm 18 I was..., You was...,

e wad...): The foliowing diagraa presents these differonces more !clearly.
. {

Present Past
20g. leg, 268,

_BASE 182, pl. 282, 38R pl. Process Particjple
1.
SE 40 €roeomcncccccca—dt does did &=~--( doing done
BNNE d0 Cemmnmmmmcnacananaecg did/done¢-« doin done
2. 1
S be an are is vas were | being been
BNNR be! n ¢ B /is | vas €----< bein been
3.
3B have €eccccccccncnanaaghas had eeaneg having had
ENNE have/s ¢ g § (h)had ¢-~¢ havin had
4.
1 can ¢-r=me-n-e mesamecnmann < could -~
BNKE CAN €==-~cmcecacancncrancg could <--¢

Figure {
The BENE Verh
1.

Be has different signif!cance in SE and BNNE.
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These differences will be further explained in
the description of the verdb phrases (p. 45ff.).

The bage and present forms of the four types of BNNE verbs are 68
follows,

1. Main

<3

erb: do

How come you do it that way?
What we gonna do with that?
Do that taste good?4

Birdman don't play so good.4

2, Auxiliary ie/Copula
I'm gonna be mean.
let me b2 the parent,
It be half a marble. You split it in half.
Yerbs Copula in present tense.

1'n a rag man, you know.

You & bad bo,v.‘j

Re the ehild.’
Alexander Mundy 19 the best.
That's the game.
The above paradign shows that there is rot always a copula form in
the present tanse. The first pecson singular subject form is invariadle
as in 1'n a rag man. For the rcmainder of the paradige, absence and presence
of the copula ia predictabdble by phonological conditioning., Central to the
conditioning process are hypothetical, underlying forms of the Auxiliary be/
Copula for second and third person singular, and plural subjects.

Monosyllabic eudjects which end in a vowel have a zero copula marker

(e.g.) That's [dees] the game. 1t's {id a deal.). This - is the
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contracted form of the underlying form followed by phonological simplifi-
cation of Ba] to (8] .

In two cases ending in neither a stop consonant nor a vowel (_’gla_a_e_, t_hg).
it is theorizad that the contracted form of is (-s) merges with the final
sound of the preceding word, here the subject (ihis a trick.). The final
sibilant is sometimes lengthened, a common occurrence also in SE rapid
speech, (This is a trick [dIa:o’thrIk]) and sometimes it is not, (This a
triok [a1ee't"r1x]),

Yerbs: Juatification for positing underlying forms. The preceding
statepents assume that there are Auriliary pg/Copula forms underlying the
speaker's performance and that the epecific form he uses is shaped with
regard to the phonological environment of its potential occurrence.

Two contrasting groupe of utterancea indicate the existence of two
different underlying for1ms in conatructiona vhere the copula ia commonly
loat. One group has a third perason eingular subject and the other has
second peraon aingular or plural subjects.

Following interrogative pronoune or noun phrases the copula is
form appears sither in its full foras or its contracted forw (;9_). The
exanples under b, belov vith third person aingular sudjects show tuin
pattern. In a., where the subjects are second person singular, the copula
is not indicated overtly. The underlying are for of the copula is coapletely
absent in the identical environment where an underlying 18 would be realitzed
as =8,

a. ¥hat you doin, boy? {phonologically [watfuv], not *[wetsyuv]).
¥hich way you starting?
¥here them carda 1 gave you? Where them cards?

How you all gonna get out there?
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b, What's your name? Vhat is your name? I asked you what is
your name?

s
What is 1t?
¥hat kind of machine {s this?
Where's the lady at?

In summary, this evidence points to the existence of three underlying
Auxiliary be/Copula markers (including the -m marker for first person
singular).

Yorbs1 Other cyntactic comstructions manifest copula marking process.
Forms of the copula are found in other syntactic configurations, such as
1) the initial constituent in a question, and 2) the final constituent
in an embedded clause., In utterances wheie the copula is emphasited, the
full i9 form is found accompanied by emphatic stress.

Questions with copula a3 the initial constituent are numerous. Some
exanples ares

Ie that right? Is you Greenaan?
Ain‘t no twenties, is £t?
Ain't it the prairie wind that dlow you down?

On the uther hand, questions which might be considered the same type
have no Auxiliary be/Copula marker.

Ve gonna get paid today?

But we comia the week after next?

She the parent? 1 wean, she the child?
They Diane's?

This the last we playin?

One point of view is that the above exaaples are questions formed by
using question intonation with the statement syntactic order. One example

hints that therz is a distinct question word onder,
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That me?

If this were That's me?, the interpretation that intonation is the
only indication of the question would be justified. As a corollary, the
immediately preceding examples could also be viewed as questions marked
only by intonation. The absence of -g in That me? however indicates a
different underlying pattern: underlying initial is which is liable to
loss. The preceding examples are ambigyous with regard to these two

interpretations in contrast to That me? which is not ambiguous. Further

examples of this non-ambiguous form are needed, however, to make a stronger
case for the hypothesis.
A nunber of examples have the copula as the final constituent in

embedded clauses of Clause Types VIII He is here.; IX He is good.;

and X He is a football player.
I told you how Alexander Mundy is.
Ain't you gonna look at them so you know whers they is?

Ti. embedded clausea with no inversion, absence or presence of the copula
is governed by the same principles which determine the shape of the initial
paradign.

You supposed to...see what ias the highest point.
Everybody know you _ a lady.
I Yet your zero point's right there.
Larry say he _ Birdman.
Some examples of the strésaed copula are the following:
s
You is her.
Hey, George, who _ifg you?
Whose fg they?

Verba: Uninflected finite - '‘be’ marks a distinctive BNNE morpho-

logical category. Uninflected Auxiliary gej(!opula is used us a finite
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verb and is one of the most roted aspeots of NNE. It is a regular feature
of BNNE,

There are some pseudo-examples of finite be. These are thought
to occur as the result of the loss of an underlying will ase the result
of co=-occurring adverbials. The following are considered to be instances
of loss of will.

I ba the child thig time.
You be child next game.
Then we be going home?

The adverbials make the A-temporal meaning6 (associated with the
finite - be construction) highly unlikely.

The occurrence of certain adverbs with be is the most reliable feature
for identifying finite be constructions as well as for the interpretation
of its meaning. Finite-be may indicate repetition, recurrence (or potential
occurrence), but it always indicates that no specific time designation
is intended, hence the term A-temporal. Examples with adverbials are as
fpllows: |

¥hen I be mad and the teacher -- One person be bad, I
be mad at the toachers because teacher punish the whole
class sometime for one person.

Sometimes, when I be heme, and I _b_e_.doin my homework...

And me, Jimmy, we always be the father. Nobody else don't
be the father.

Everytime we be outaside playin a game and somebody been out...
Common adverbs occurring with finite-be are never, always, sometimes,
and everytimo. Sometimes and everytime often co-occur with when or if.

Adverbs which inhibit the use of finite-be are once, one time, one night,

etc., and last night, last week, etc., all denoting specific time.
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Some finite-be forms appear with no adverb.
I be Alexander Mundy.
It be a half a marble.
They be 8o mad they just want to start up a fight.
3, Awxilisry‘have' '

Have occurs in a number of grammatical constructions in different
forms. These forms represent degreed of contraction on a scale from full
form to §. The contraction of Auxiliary have is determined primarily by
its syntactic position. Following a modal auxiliary, the reduced form a
is moat common.

If I would a had eight there...
You could a ordered him.

This reduction is also common in SE.

Preceding a participial form of the main verﬁ, BNNE commonly loses
any trace of the Auxiliary lLave.

What I done wrong?

I never been to a basketball game.

All he been doin is sittin around...I begen outside playin.
It is likely that someone would question this interpretation of the
above constructions. In any case, tﬁe following example seems to greatly
strengthen the case for an underlying have.

And Larry, he never beat me. Irving haven't and Peewee
haven't either,

Verba: 1Is ‘'have' a part of BNNE structure? The presence of Auxiliary

have in the grammatical structure of NNE has been questioned on several
occasions. The argument usually takes thias form: since NNE is a
consistent, self-coniained apeech variety, one cannot generalize for BNNE

from SE. For example, since have precedes a participle in SE, a participle
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with no finite preceding it in BNNE need not mean that BNNE has an underlying
have which has subsequently Luen lost.

The logic of this argument is sound. Yet it is on the basis of
internal structure that the Baltimore data seem to lead in the direction
of positing an underlying form of the auxiliary preceding the participle
(e.g., the example above under Auxiliary have preceding a participle.)

The phonetic composition nf the auxiliary does make it very unstable
in connected speech: [h] is commonly lost in BNNE (You afta go now), and [v]
is easily assimilated or lost. This observationlie by no means conclusive,
On the basis of a further observation, however, the underlying form seems
more justified. This further bdit of information is that the negativized
forn of the auxiliary occurs often enough in two forms for one to realize
that it is not just ar occasional borrowing from SE, but rather that it
is a consistent structural feature of BNNE.

He still haven't caught up with ne, though.

I haven't been doing much but fixing my bike,
A second negative form of have (i.e., ain't) hae a number of examples.e

The difference between ain't + Participle and haven't + Participle has

no meaning change associated with it. Ain't is, incidentally, the more
common varient.
I ain't broke no agreement.
That ain't come on yet. It comes on Fridays.
We ain't agreed on it yet.
I ain't never seen them before.
4. Modal ban’
Examples of modal auxiliaries follow.

You lucky you can change.
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Can we go out later than ten o'clock?
You can't say one vord.
But they can't beat me.
The past forms of the four types of verbs are as follows (from p.26).
1. Main Verd: did
I Just did like that.
We already did that one.
I didn't know what they did.
2. Auxiliary've/Copula: wag
And I was nice to you.
You was on this one and this one.
It was about Casper the Friendly Ghost.
We didn't gee all of it. We was downstairs.
They was already on there.

My mother and them was in the living room so they couldn't
hear. :

3. Auxiliary'have: ‘nad’

Her husband had gave her 11,000 dollars to buy this yellow
dress.

...everywhere he go, his father had been there...

It was Thursday. Yeah, Thursday, cause my brothers had
went to Boy Scout.

All the fire had gone cause they saw him.
4. Modal (could here is not strictly Past in meaning).
He asked me could he change, and I told him he couldn't.

Y'all said that y'’all could go out Saturday night, but I
8aid y'all couldn't.

Couldn't nobody else teat me though.

The process forms are found only with the BNNE main verdb and the
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Auxiliary be/Copula (p. 26). Examples follow.
1. Main Verh: doing
I ain't doing like George did.
All he been doing is sitting around.

Sometime, when I be doing something, and my mother see me
doing it...

2. Auxiliary be/Copula
I'm being very nice to you.

The participal forms are represented by examples from the BNNE
main verb and the Auxiliary be/Copula (p. 2€), Examples follow.

1. Main Verb: done

S——————

¥What I done wrong?
How could I a done that?
She alwaya was happy when she'd done it.

2. AuxiliarszgVCopulaz been

I been outside playing.

George hasn't been practicing.

I haven't been doing much but fixing my bike.
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Pootnotes

Williem Labov, The Social Stratification of English in New York
City (Washington D.C.t Center for Applied Linguistics), 1966, pp. 244-265.

21.A. Gleason, Jr., Linguistics and English Gramsar (New York:
Holt, Rinehart, and Winstonm, 1965), pp. 129-132.

J61eason, Ibid, pp. 129-132.

4Due to a lack of further examples of lexical do with the third

peraon singular subject, the auxiliary do is used to illustrate the lack
of agreement in BNNE,

5The inclusion of thease examples in the paradigm is justified on the
basis of related constructions: He not a bad boy., Anthony ain't naughty.,

You ain't the parent., You a naughty _1391./ Yos, you is.

6The term A-temporal is borrowed from Marvin Loflin who used it in
various working papers at C.A.L.. The phenomenon of NNE be is discussed
widely in various sources: e.g., Fasold, Ralph ¥, "Tense and the Form
-.8E_ in Black English," Sociolinguistics Program, Center for Applied
Linguistics, Unpublished Paper.

7See Appendix, p. A-16ff. for further information relative to the
design of instructional materials.

8mnis ain't is not the one essociated with SE didn't (e.g., I ain't
8ee the game.) or the one associated with SE gen't?isn't (You ain't the
best player. or You ain't gonna beat me.). It appears that ain't can
serve as & generalize. negative auxiliary and copula, the differences
between constructions being the form of the main verb following the

auxiliary:  p ainrt said...
I ain't BaYe s
I ain't saying...
I ain't no taby.




HIGHER LEVEL GRAMMATICAL UNITS AND STRUCTURES

Phrase Types

Proceeding from the description of lower level grammatical units
to morc complex, the next level encountered is the phrase level. The
designation of a phrase level indicates a range of structures along a
continubus scale of complexity.

There are several types of phrases in BNNE which can be conveniently
described in terms of typological frameworks of the kind which Gleason

has set up for the noun phrase.

The Noun Phrase. The typology for the English noun phrase (NP) is
disiributionsl. Each NP has a head (a noun) and the functional slots to
the right and the left of the head are numbered consecutively: plus tol
the right and minus to the left. For example, to the left are the N-1,
N-2...N-6 slots. To the right are the N+1 and N+2 slots. A simple code
number is assigned to each slot. The code numbers simplify the classification
of phrase tokena.

The NP typology ie as follova:l

. Clause
Prede- Deter- Read Prep.
_ terminer miner Numeral Adj.... Adj. Noun No Adverb Phrase
Slot:  y ¢ N-5 Ne4 K3 N2 BNl N N4l Ne2
Code: 4 1 2 3 4 5 - 6 1
only the three mean...old boxer dogs there in the yard

BNNE NP tokens were ~asigned a code reference numbzr. This number
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was made up of the code digit(s) corresponding to the functional slot(s)
which were filled for a given NP token. For example, tho boy is a 1, all

these carde is a 01, and this old house over there is a 146, Examples of

the various NP types are listed according to their code numbers,

0. Predeterminer + Head

Ain't no mother and father, Jjust parents.
1. Determiner + Head

I'm waiting for a answer.

He telling the answers.

Where them cards I gave you?

You gotta make some agreement, Larry.

I ain't got no wedding.
2. Numeral + Head

Peewee got two zeros.

That don't hurt me one bit.

«+sher husband had gave her 11,000 dollars to buy this
yellow dress.

3/4. Adjective + Head
But they wasn't good parents.
You in bad shape.
He thought they was real ghos's.
5. HNoun + Head
This is cattle country.
6. Head + Adverbial (no examplea)
7. Head + Prepositional Phrase
Be didn't put none of those things on.
0l. Predeterminer + Determiner + Head

He obeyed all the orders.
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Don't give me all them O'as.
02. Predeterminer + Numeral + Head
There's only one thing I don't like about thise-,..
If you got but two hands you can do it.
03, ~ 06. (No examples)
O7. Predeterminer + Head + Prepositional Phrase
We read all kinds of comic books in school.
12. Determiner + Numeral + Head
But that's twenty and you give away the zero points.
«++a8nd these three people, they is young...
13. Determiner + Adjective (1) + Head
Bof of us got the same thing on each side.
14. Determiner + Adjective (2) + Head
That's a good deal.
These the new style.
I'm the best scorekeeper.
15. Determiner + Noun + Head
I'm A rag man, you know.
I get that dog point, you know.

I'm gonna get me a Oriole hat, too.

16. Determiner + Head + Adverbial

I get the points over here.

What's the name of that street down there?

(A. What's number ten?) That one right there.
17. Determiner + Head + Prepositional Phrase

(What did you see?) A piece of white paper.

I don't like them kind of glasses.
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23./24. Numeral + Adjective + Head

25. - 27. (No examples)

34.

012.

014.

01s.

O17.

123.

124.

134.

135,
136.

137.
145-

Two older brothers.

I have twenty-five more points.

Adjective + Adjective + Head
0 there you are you little naughty boy.

- 013, (No examples)

Predeterminer + Determiner + Adjective + Head
Just a plain doctor?

They start playing all that bad music.

- 016, (No examples)
Predeterminer + Determiner + Head + Prepositional Phrase

I'm gonaa order you all the rest of the way.

Just my brother in law. 11.1.12, LK
- 128, (No examples)
Determiner + Numeral + Adjective (2) + Head

++.His three bad brothers, they always mess something up.

Determiner + Adjective + Adjective + Head

“Doctor, I'm madly in love with this nice beautiful girl."

(No examples)
Determiner + Adjective + Head + Adverd
We went to ithe same bridge where those people went at.
(No examples)
Determiner + Adjective (2) + Noun + Head

I think Frank was gonna be a great bascball player.

She say could they have g big cocktail party for all their
friends.
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146, Doterminer + Adjective (2) + Heud + Adverbial

There was this old house over there.

147, Determiner + Adjective (2) + Head + Prepositional Phrase/Clause
This the last game we get?
A little boy on his tricycle came in.
Some BNNE constructions do not fit tha typology. One such construction
is illustrated by the three examples following:
I know what every last one them numbers is.

You get one them other chairs you can'ts wheel around like
that, cause you cheatin.

It be a half a marble.

In these examples, the meaning is clear. All three are similar to
SE constructions which have the prepocition of. Most likely the speed of
articulation affects the loss of the labiodental spirant and the elision
of the vowel, since the first two examples were uttered very rapidly. 1In
the third example, the phonological environment is suspected of bringing
about this loss: word-final [f] is homorganic with [v] of. This reduction
is also common in other English dialects.
A second group of structures called "noun-phrase-like structures
which lack head nouns"2 does not fit the typology. Several types of these
structures were found in BNNE (most are also found in SE).
But I'm gonna take off all the fifteen.
Let them two play.
He the youngest. '
They my sister's.
BNNE, like SE, has compoimd NP structures which consist of two heads
joined by a comjunction (usually a_ng_). The heads may be pronouns or nouns

or a mixture of the two.
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Compound BNNE phrases in which all heads are pronouns always use
the objact form, regardless of the phrase's function in the clause, even
though BANE differentiates the form of the pronourn used in the subjeot
slot and the object slots I know he can't beat xze.

When they leave, me and you gonna play and I bat you
I baat.,

I thought you were Jjuat talkin sboul ge and you.
Some BNNE compound phrases consist of a pronoun and s noun (usually

a name) or a NP. As with the previous type of compounds, pronouns appear

only in the object case. Three subtypes of compounds follow.
A. Pronoun + Nane
0.K. Me and Larry playin'.
Mr. told me¢ and George come down to the center.

B. Pronoun + NP
+s.and den he was goin' out, him and his fanily, they was

goin' out...,
«oome and this boy was fightin'; pe apd a little boy.

Don't you remember when m¢ apd Ay cousin Jimmy came and
he won me?

Scuetimes, me and my ivo brotherein-laws apd my brothey,
and wve go outside. V¥e play baseball sometimes...

C. Neme/Noun Phrase + Pronoun

Last night, ve was in bed playin', my mother and thea
wes in the livin' rooa 80 they couldn't hear...

Granny and them, they s'posed to have been on a...
++000 he put Fred and Barpey Apd his Mife an’ ihem up to

the moon.

The exanples under C. fllustrate a constructinn characterirel as 2
A collective, A nraradhruse of the first exanple might de "ay mother and

a group of assorted people (closely associated in some vay, as through
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friendship of familial ties) were in the living room so they couldn't

hears. "

fhe Adjective Phrase. The adjective phrase typology has fewer

functional slots than the NP typology, and hence, fewer poseible types

of adjective phrases. The typology is as follows!

Predeterminer Degree
(Limiter) (Intensifier) Head Specification
Slot: A-2 A1 Adj. Al
Code! 0 1 - 2
Just too high for me

LNNE examples of various types are listed under appropriate code
' numbers.
0. Predeterminer + Head
He Just bad.
1, Degree + Head
Man, that makeas me 39 8ick.
Birdsan ain't 80 good.
You said 'no' {00 many times,
He gottin' kinda bad.
But you $0o late, now.
2. Head + Specification
1 got nore than you.
Not older than pe.
0l. = 02, (No exaaples)
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12. (No examples)
012. (No examples)
The adjective phrase functions as & subject complement of a Clause
Type 1X (Just as an adjective can function as a complement).
He just bad. |
That'd be toc many.
I'm too happy.
The adjective phrase functions es attributive of the head noun in
a noun phrase,
This is a brand new silver diamond coat.
Me and him take boys real big.
They take off so many pointe.
You got 8o sharp eye on you, you know.
The Adverd Phrase. The adverdb phrase typnlogy is as simple as the

adjective phrase. It aprears as follows!

Predeterminer De

gree
(timiter)  (Intensifier) Head  Specificetion

Slots Ave2 Av-l Av Ave)
Codes 0 1 - 2
only very lightly on the back

BNNE han the distinction betveen adjective phrase and adverd phrase,
but the fillers for the 81ots in the two types may be the same (the use of
‘rood' aa adverd as well as adjective). Examples of adverd phrase types

follow,




0. Predeterminer + Head
He Jjust now said it. Didn't you?
I think I winning so far.
1. Intensifier + Head
Birdman don't play so good.
I bet your zero point's right there.
He looked at him real hard.
1 got my head mighty far, George...
2. Head + Specification
You don't know how to play good enough.
+oothe dog was running faster than the girl...

I's trying to tell him good as I could.
0l. - 02. {(No examples)

12. Intensifier + Head + Specification
I can't get too close to him.

You don't have to come straight home from school.

You all alnost got the same things, see, right across
from each other.

Adverdials. Adverd phrases and prepositional phrases can function as
a sisple adverd (i.e., wodify verbds, verd phrasea, vhole predicates, whole
sentences, and nouns). Any structure which can function thus is called an
adverdbial, 4L1ke adverds, adverb phrases and prepositional phrases can modify
clauses in different ways.

Trere are no exanples of emphatic adverhials of the adverd phrase and
rrepositional phrase type. There are exaaples, however, of Manner, Temporal,
and locative adverbisls.

Manner Adverdial

She went fas} 1ike # rocket.
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«sothe dog was runni~g rfaster than the girl...

I's trying to tell him good as I could.

Only way you'll beat is put me out...

His cards wasn't arranged too good.
Temporal Adverbdbial

He Jjust now seid it.

I think I winning so far,

Two can do it at & time.

It don't be open on Monday.

You be child next game.

I went to school and I used to come home every day.

I can't go swimming no more.

We went to Fort Smallwood a fov times,
Locative Adverbial

Your shoulder in ay way.

I never lived on a fam.

1 got my head mighty far, George.

You all almost got the same things, see, right across
Lron each other.

I can't get oo close %9 him.

The Yerb Phrase. As has been seen from the preceding description,
verd stens (including auziliaries) can be changed in fora and meaning in
relatively few waye.

Changea in meaning nre the result of aystematic changes in fom. But,
in a hierarchy, steas and markers are further combined syntactically into
fused units, The sum of these verd fused units constitutes the BNNE verd
phrase. The verd phrase (designated VP forthwith) consists of sub-atructures

which contribute to its coaplexity and sudtlety. The coaplezity is great
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enough such that description of the entire VP is beyond the sccve of this
paper.

The first sub-structure is the system of form-ueasning covariances in
the VP, The second is the system of catenative constructions. A third
ias the modal auxiliaries.

Since the form-meaning covariance3 is nmosat basic to the VP, it is
considered first. Following that, BNNE catenative constructions are
described,

Form-meaning covariances in the BNNE verb phrase. BNNE verb phrases
have three parameters of forw-meaning covariance: Temporality, Voice, and
Aspect. Each {s gubdivided in several ways.

Tewporality includes Temporal (1.a., designated for time) and A-temporal4
(1.e., time not specified) categories. The A-temporal subrategory is
distinctive in BNNE. In SE, a meaning roughly equivalent to the NNE
A-temporal is indicated by the same form designating present tense (SEi
I'n writing a letter now. 1'm always writing letters.). 1In BNNE, the
meaning difference is indicated in the verd phrase (BNNEt I'm writing a
latter now. 1 always be writing letters.).

Tne A-temporal category is undifferentiated.

The Temporal category cubdivides into Primary time and Relutive time.
Relative time is often referred to traditionally as the perfect.

Primary time subdividea into Past and Present, Relutive time subdivides
into Past Relative and Present Relative.

Relative time designations subdivide further by virtue of three aspects,
tentatively designated Process, Coaplete, and Potential. Any one aspect,
any combination of two, or all three aspecte generates saven potential

relative time deaignations.
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A schematic diagrsm may help to clarify the category relationships.

The numbors in parentheses are explained below.

Past (1)
Primar
esent (2)
Temporal
rocess<’
8) (9)
Past Rol.éu leteh_.('?)
Potential-——(‘j)
Active Relative )
T0CESs 1
\ / 15) (16)
L(11)
Pres.Rel onpleto-————(ld)
Potential-—(lz)
~Tenporal

The disgram is partly descriptive and partly predictive for BNNE
eince not all categories have attested exaaples., BNNE examples fit this
framevork, however, with no apparent contradictions. The following hypothetical
exazples are listed tn clarify the diagram. The nuabers accompanying the

examples correspond to the nuadbers in the diasgraa.

A=Temporal - be eating) de.
Terporal

Primary  Past (1) ate; was
Present (2) eat; -a, #, (1)s




Relative

Past Relative

Present Relative

Process

Complete
Potential
*Complete-

Process

*Potential-
Cozplera

%Potential-
Process

*Potential-

Complete-
Process

Proness

Complete

Potential

Coaplete-
Proceas

$Potential-
Coaplete

$Potential-
Procesas

(3) was eating; was being

(4) had eaten;
had been

(5) was gonna eat;
vas gonna be

(6) *nad been eating;
*had been being

(7) *was gonna (a)
eaten;
%vas gonna (a)

would én; eaten;
would (a) been

(8) *vas gonna be eating;
*was gonna be bdbeing

(9) *was gonna (a)
been eating; *wvas
gonna (a) been
being

(10) -a eating;
- being

(11) {h#ve; eaten;
have) been

(12) -a gonna eaty
will eat} will de

(13) (have) been eating:
have) been being

(14) *-a gonna (a)
eaten}
*-a gonna (a)
_been

*yitl .; eaten;
*yill (a) bveen

(15) *-a gonna be
eating
fap gonna de
Lhedng .
wvill be eatingi
will be deing



Tenporal (cont.)

Relative Present Relative #Potential- (16) *-n gonna {a)
(cont.)  (cont.) Complete- been eating) *-m
Procsss gonna (a) been
Jbeingy
i1l El been eating;
*will (a) been being

*Categories indicated with an (*) have no examples in BNNE corpora.
Those examples listed are predicted forms. The atatus of (a) /o/
{reduced form of have) is uncertain. If lost, an ambiguous structure

results, e.g., had eaten or had a seaten.
The following form-meaning covariances are consistent throughout the

preceding paradigm:
Process = be Y-ing
Coaplete = (h(s)ve) V-en
Potential = ~u/¢/(1)s...gonna

BNNE examples of the categories follow.

Primary Timet Past’
1 beat a gane,
1 just did like that,
He didn't do nothing wrong.
She ain't do nothing to 10.6
I ain't gonna punish hiam cause he gave me a favor.
His cards waan't arranged too good,
They had a draw.

Primary Tiaet Present7
He get five.
How come you do it that way?
1'a a rag aan, you know.
You a dad boy.

You not the parent.

0‘9-




Relative Timet

Relative Timet

Relative Time!l

Relative Time1

Relative Times

You ain't the parent.

He the child.

Alexander Mundy is the best.

That's the game.

They my sistor's.

Past Relativet Procoss

I was thinking that you was gonna let me be the‘parent...
They had a drav and didn't nobody know they was drawing.
«ssthe boy went in and his father was chasing the doy.
Past Relative: Complete

++.and everyvhere he go his father had been there...

Her husband had gave her 11,000 dollars to buy this yellow
dress,

Then the man who had did it...
All the fire had gone, cause they saw him.

I had put oil on them and tried to fix them...because 1
had broke his car.

If you had went Tuesday, you would a sav this man...
She had threw the ball under a old station wagon...

They had to ut-- somebody had took & log and put a head
there...

Past Relativet Potential
Told you I ygan't gopna do you that way.
«++80 thoy was gonrs have a fight.

Paot Relativet! Coaplete-Process (No exaaples)
Past Relative: Potential-Coaplete

1 yould & took off seven points right there.
He would 4 troke your bones.

Nobody ¥ould & hnew the acore.
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You would & saw this man.
Relative Time: Past Relative:s Potential-Process (No oxamples)
Rela*ive Tirwe: Paat Relative: Potential-Complete-Process (No examples)
Relative Times Present Relative: Process

I'm being very nice to you.

I ain't doing 1ike George did.

He ggttigg. kind of bad.

Anthony trying to be slick.

My neck is stretching.

And they looking for his son...
Relative Times Present Relative! (:omplete8

I already scen them play.

I never been to a dasketball game.

And larry, he never beat me. Irving haven't and Peevee
haven't either.

Sometines we get out fiv of three. When you been good.

He still haven't caught up with me, though.

I haven't been there sick, but I went there when I got ay
leg cut.

¥e haven't played each other yet.
We haven't agreed on these two.

- A o G S g D o S

1 aipn't never geen thea bofore.
1 ain't never played.
I ajn't said nothing yet.
That_sin't come on yet. It comes on Pridays.
¥e ain't agreed on it yet.
Relative Timet Present Relative! Potential

1'm gonna d¢ the child nezt time, too,
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You gonna get out this town and leave him alone.

«ssthey atill chaasing him, gonna get his father.

I ain't gonna de the parent.
Ain't gonna be no next time.
Relative Time: Present Relative: Complete-Process

All he beep dojing ie sitting around...Il been outside playing.

- ey e

I haven't been doing much but fixing my bike.

She said, "I'm sorry but ain't nobody by that name been
living on Stingy Road...”

Relative Timet Present Relative: Potential-Complote (No examples)
Relative Time: Present Relative: Potential-Process (No exunplea)
Relative Time: Present Relative: Potential-Complete-Process (No examples)
A=temporal

We alvays be the father. Nobody else don't be the father.

It don't be open on Monday.

That be a loudzouth lime.

They don't bardly never be home.

Sometime when I be dojpg something...

I be doing my homework, my brother be around 1ooking...
- Ixe BNE Passive Construction. The passive conastruction ie different
in form in BNNE and SE. !n the BNNE corpora, there was only one SE passive
construction. One boy te l1ing about a television episode which he had seen
described the condition of a character.

He'd been dope'.

The BNNE paseive is formed by linking a form of get and the participle.

‘ther: are very fev exasples of the passive conatruction in the corpora so

it is posaidble to list an exasple of every variety. They have been divided
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into classes according to the auxiliary atructure of the verd phrase.

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

Cat + Participle

++.Lotta people get killed in bars.

ee.80 we wait until tomorrow, when I get paid.
Got + Participle

Everybody thought tihat Will Sonnett got shot, but it was
Frank Reynolds.

And they say that a person got killed on the snow.
And then my wagon, it got ran over.

Gonna get + Participle
We gorna get paid today?

(WL)11 get + Participle

But she say, if we call her, that she'll get fired from
her 5('b‘ ‘

Cetting + Participle

I heard about a lotta people getting drunk and getting
killed. ‘

Had got + Participle

+++8nd he had got punched...

+oo.and she act like she ‘ad Just got locked in there.
Modal + Get + Participle

We might get killed on the snow, too.

Some children cross in the middle of the stree’ and thoy
might get hit. '

But they can't get caught.
And then you will, so that you can't get melted again.

Other 'GET' Conatructions. The word get is used in several capacities.

Get 18 used one way in the sense of t¢ become.

People get drunk



You get tired of the ¢ld one--same old thing.
It 18 also used in a catenative verd phrsae9 which reseables the
pasaiﬁe. but dirfers from i* in that the actor is the grammatical subject.
I got him trapped.
They got these mixed up.
I had to get the chair fixed.
Your mother said she was gonna get a dog changed for you.
Another type of catenative has no direct object between get and the
participle.

' After we get finished doing art, it don't look too too
good.

Catenative Verb Constructions. Catenative verd constructions in SE
sre outlined by Oleason.lo Ho prefaces his discussion of clause patterns
with two verbs, thust

Some simple sentences have two verbs:

He stopped talking.
Any verb whatever can occur as the last in such
a series. Only a short list can occur in the
initial position. The latter verbs are called
catenatives (FN, W.F. TWADDELL, The English
Verb Auxiliaries, 1960) from the fact that they
form chains of verbs. Such chains most often
contain only two verbs, but much longer sequences
are possible. All but the last must be catenatives
(312).

Catenative verd constructions are subclassified by two types of
features: formal characteristics and trensformational capability. On
thie basis, he separates eleven types of catenative constructions in
SE. Classes 1-~7 are defined by formal characteristics alone. Classes
8-11 are formally identical to classes 2, 3, 5, and 7, respectively, but
they have no passive transformation (classes 2, 3, 5, and 7 do).

BNNE examples exist for moat of the catenative verdb classes. The

transformational capacity of BNNE examples must be discussed tentatively
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at this time due to the lack of & sufficient quantity of BNNE passive

constructions. Catenative verb clusses (with BNNE examples) are displayedA

below but no assessment is made of tho transformational capability. There=~

fore, classes 8-11 have been combined with classes 2, 3, 5, and 7 respectively.
1. Catenative Verb + to + Verd

He Jjust waut to count the other.

I just had tc move up closer.

I tried to get out ahead and push...

I

&

arted to go to the Civic Centar one time...

2. Catenative Verb + Noun/Fronoun Object + Verb

I let you have it.

Let them two play.

Mr., H- told me and George come down to the center.
3+ Catenative Verb + Noun/Pronoun Object + to + Verb

Roberta told me to t¢ll you that she says she was gonna

get you.

You ain't even got a shirt to put over your bare back.

Ee say he don't want nobody to touch it.
4. Catenative Vorb + Verb + -ing

Then the bank man came Jjumping all in there.

+eothen they atarted telling us ghost stories.

«eohe go catching insects and all, like grasshopper, crickets.
5. Catenative Verb + Noun/Pronoun Object + Verb + —ing

«eotnid all the girls start acreaming, see him coming.

| eeoWe was waiting for him, cause we heard the girls screaming.

6. Catenativae Verd + -en

People get drunk.

After we get finished doing art, it don't look too good.
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7. Catenative Verb + Noun/Pronoun Object + Verb + -~en

(No BNNE ewamples: A SE example would bes
They saw the Rams beaten by two touchdowns,)

Gleason'’s SE typology excludes several BNNE (and SE) constrﬁctions
which otherwise fit the description of catenative. These are:
You dop't b_g;_\i how to play good enough.
And then she get ready to tell, she say...
¥ith a minor change in specification, cless 3 catenatives could include
the examples above.

Modal Auxilisries. The addition of & modal auxiliary presents new

‘aspects of meaning to the verb phrase.

Tha subtle meaningn facilitated by the modal auxiliaries are difficult
to describe explicitly.
' The mcl;fdal can in BNNE implies efficacy (capability) and permission.
| You can never beat me, boy.
Can't nobody convince you.n

can look at those people cards, can't I? (57 may)

Can I change it?
Both meanings however preserve the tense of the verb phrase ( preaent).
The modal could seems more complex. It occurs with the Present
Relative: Complete form of verdb phrase.
How could I a done that?
You could a ordered him.
The meaning added by could seems to be efficacy.
Could occurs with the Base form of the verb, with the meaning added
being again, efficacy. Vith some degree of consistency, can and could
indicate Present and Past reepectively.

He asked me could he change and I tolé him he couldn't.
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+soshe could run so fast...
You couldn't never win with me, either,
Row come X couldn't do that, too?

Couldn't nobody in there beat me playing.n

How come I couldn't do that, too? is Primary Past, while How come I can't

do that, too? 18 Primary Present. MHow come I couldn't a done that? is

Present Relative: Complete. In the latter example could is & redundant
tense indicator. 1In the former two examples, the tense of the construction
is indicated by the can-could opposition.

The modal will provides an alternative to express the Present Relative:

“Potential,

Me and him will start.
You won't a&gree on nothing.
The modal will involves potential end intention (i.e., e and him intend
to start.; You don't intend to agree on nothing.)
The modal would hes subtle mearings. Besides indicating potential and
intention, the modal can bear the tenae indication. Examples folloi.

.seand he closed back the window 8o nobody wouldn't
gsee hinm,, oll

The man wouldn't never get out,

eoethe man’ wouldn't give him none,..

Would co-occurs with the Present Relative: Complete form of the
verb phrase.
Nobody would a knew the score.
seeyou'd a got ten points.
He would a broke your bones.
I wouldn't a disagreed on everything.

The modal should is unpaired in BNNE, as opposed to SE, where shall
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and ghould are related. Should occurs primarily with the Present Relativet
Complete form of the verb phrase.
1 should have ordered you.
You should & seen what he did.
You shouldn't a done this to me.
He ghouldn't a told me...
The auxiliary gg/g_ig_ is not a modal, the primary difference boing that
@/_c_l_i_g_ seems to have syntatic functions with no meaning increment.
At least four functions of do/did can be pointed out. The first is

to bear emphatic stress in a strong affirmative statement.

1 _d_cfget four points.
I bet you I _QQ/get something.
So I d_igbent the top ones.
S0 1 g_;ﬁ_ beat one...I 5_114_ eo/beat % game.
Second is the tag function, in which _d_q/_q;_d_ Jerve as a verd phrase
substitute. |
A. I don't like them kind of glasses. K. I do.
Sometimes he like to play and sometime he don't.

A, You said Kalvin got 20 points on that. G. No I
didn't. I said... A. Yes, you did.

A combination of the tag function and the interrogative function of
do/did gives 8 function called tag-guestion.
Do he have to come atraight home from school? He do?
Re got different cards, don't he?
A. But, he disobeyed. B. Did 17
He just now said it. Didn't you?
The third function of do/did is as a question marker, occurring

iritislly in one type.
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I have to clean up the house this week?

!

s

that taste good?

S

n't you want me to get uy hair cut?

I
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d I order you?

Anthony, didn't you whiasper something in his ear?

Do/did also occur jmmediately following a Mh- interrcgative word.,

What do that mean?

¥hy don't you just be quiet?
¥ho did I play first?

How many did Larry get?

How come you ain't come and get me?6

The fourth is as bearer of the nepxator for certain constructions.

Piret, the nagative of the A-temporal.

Nobcdy else don't be the father.

It don't be open on Monday.

Second, with present and past tense constructions.

He don't even know what it is. (He knows...)
Nobody don't beat nobody.n

I didn't say nothing.

They had a draw and didn't nobody know they was drawing.n

I ain't soce that.6 Oh yes I did.

Third, do bears the negator in imperative constructions.

Clause Types

Don't tell me nothing.

Don't turn 'em over so fast, man, put that back.

Clauses are composed minimally of a subject and a verb. A clause

may have other functional slots such as object of the verb, complement of

the subject or of the object, and adverbials. The functional slots are

O
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filled by morpheme clustors, phrases, and embedded clauses.
The presentation of BNNE clause types is based upon Gleason's12
typology for English. Clauees are classified by the type of verbs thoy
contain; a) traneitive, b) intransitive, and o) linking. Gleason has
aixtesn clausze types for Standard English.
BNNE clause structure is like that of SE. The nature of any differences
between BNNE and SE can be illustrated by two particular examplest 1)
ccpula verb distribution in BNNE differs from SE, and 2) some verbs in
BNNE do not function like SE with respect to traneitivity and intramnsitivity.
First, the prasent tense copula is susceptible to loss under specified
phonological conditions, which have been discussed pre§iously (gee p. 26ff,).
Second, two BNNE verbs differ from SE in their classification with
regard to transitivity and intransitivity: win and beat.
In BNNE they seem interchangeable. It is possible to say I beat, as

well as 1 beat him, and I beat a game. SE functional equivalents are I

—pp——"

¥on for the intrans’tive, and I beat him and I won a gaws for the transitive.

In addition, it is posaible to say I won, as well as You can't win

—

overybody, end He won two and I won two. SE functional equivalents would
be I won, with You can't beat everybody and He won two and I won two.
In summary, BNNE win and beat are both transitive and intramsitive.
In SE, win is intransitive, and transitive with a non-animate direct objzct,
while beat is trensitive with an animate direct object.
Following is the typology for English clause types with Standard
English examples, The symbols used in the typology are:
S = pubject of the clause
V = verb of the clause
Vx = oubclass of the verb (specified in parenthesis following
the symbol)
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Adv., Adj., Pred. Adj., and Prad., Noun &re velf explanatory
DO = direct object of the verd

I0 = indirect object of the verd

OC = comnlement of the direct object

C = verbal complement

vPI“ verb with inseparable preposition

Vps" verb with separable prepcsition

Standard English Clause Typess
I. 8 - Vi (Adv) Fish swim (quietly). (Vi = intransitive verb)

II., 9~ V1l - Pred. Adj. Pulldogs look fierce. (VI =)11nking verd
0

2ok
311, S - Vb - Pred. Noun Boys become men. (Vb = linkirg verbs like
become)

IV, S - Vt - DO _Farmers grow food. (Vt = transitive verb)
Vo S~ Vt =10 - D0 She gave him money.

VI. S~ Vc -010 <« 0C They called him Paul. Bob considered hir
foolish. (Vc = 1inking verbs like call, consider)

VII, S - Ve = DO -~ OC Tm elected him president. (Ve = linking verbs
like choose, elect)

VIIL.S - copula ~ Adv. The man is outside.

IX. S - copula -~ Adj. Grass is green.

A, S - copula - NP The girl is a servant.

XI, 8-Vt =00 (with no passive transform possible) Shn resembles
Jane.

X1I. 8 - V¢ - DO (DO = adverbial of measure) Jim walked miles.

XI1I.83 -Vt =10 =-C (C = complement of meaaure) It cost me plenty.
X1V, 8 = V - DO - DO She taught me Latin.

XV. S - VPI - DO They looked at houses., (V__ = verb with inseparable
preposition)

XVIi, S = Vo - DO Thoy looked Jim up. (V.. = verb with separable
preposition)
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BNNE examples of clause types follow:
Clause Type It S - Vi (Adv.)
Larry beat.
fle lost.,
Alexander Mundy won.
Thie go here, Kal.
You cheat in that chair.
Clause Typs 1I:1 S - Vi = Pred. Adj.
voomy wife look ugly.
»s,it don't look too good.
Other examples classified type II by virtue of the linking verd
look follow.
You look like a hundred and eighty.
(Bverybody know you a lady) You look like one.
Another example raisos a question of claseification. The verb lock is
present, but followad by & pronoun, not an adjective.
You don't look it.

Clause Typs II1I: S -~ Vb - Pred. Noun (Examples only in catenative
constructions).

«vothey started walking to become a musicien.

«+othe nule ask him did he want to come a musician.

Two other examples are similar, but the complements following the verb

are adjectivas, not nouns.

Ho getting kird of bad.

+«.8nd he took some pills and -turn tiny.

Clause Type IVt S -« ¥t - DO
Becauss of the mumber of exauples, it is helpful to subclessify according

to the type of direct object.
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DO = Numeral + Nount
I got twenty points.
Peavee got two zeroes.

DO = Kumerals
I got a hundred and thirty-five.
Larry gets goro. (also, larry get zero.)
I lost twenty-five.

DO = Doterminer + ...+ Nount
I gots a pill.
I got that dog poirt, you know.
I ain't got no wedding.

DO = NP with a noun substitute as head:
I like them blue ones.
I ain't see thut one.

DO = Pronount
I likes 1it.
I savw you all,
I killt you.
Nobody don't dent nobody.11

DO = a phrasc which is a comparison!
You air't got more than me,

Several conatituent orders are possible dopending on the placement
of the adverdial elenent. The initial alverdia)l is one type.
Rox you get that haircut.
More common is a preverbal aodifier (a limiter or an adverd):

I only got four pointa.
He already got that one.
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You can never beat me, boy.
Ain't nodbody gver beat me.
Most common is the adverbial as the final elezent (a simple adverb,
adverdb phrase or a prepositional phrase).
1 ain't said nothing yet.
You got the lowest one thers,
He like Birdman the best,
He saying it wrong.
Both of us got the same thing on each side.
Some examples have two adverbdbial phrases.
Birdman ajn't got no sense pow againgt Alexander Mupdy.
Cleuse Type Vi S = Vt = 10 = DO {commonly Vt = give )
HMe gives you that point.
Thon she gave the girl her shoes.
The pattern with more complex verb phrases follows.

That'd be glvipng you the pointe.

«ssher husband hal gave her 11,070 dollars to buy this
yellow dreas,

Other examples do not have the verd give t
I make you a deal.
1'n gonna got me a Oriole hat, too.

Clause Type VIt 8 « Ve « DO « OC

They call me Mundy.
sesand they call him a killer,

Although the verd is different from those specified (gopsider, call),
relationships of the following ezamples justify their inclusion in this
Clause Type.

I got hia trapped.




You got them there DB's mixed up.
Man, that makes me so sick.
There are no Clause Type VII examples in the corpus.
Clauses with copula verbs are well represented in BNNE.
Clauso Type VIII:t S - Copula - Adverbial
1 was at home. '
You're in my way.
The order of adverbial slot when filled by a simple adverb can be
reversed.
Here it ia.
Rera's your A and here's ay B.
Tvwo adverbjals can occur in a Clause Type VIII example
It's oo late nox.
¥ho was hera yesterdav?
Clause Type IX: S - Copula = AdJective7
1 vas foolish, too.
Birdman is lucky.
That's good.
They bad.
My father thirty-seven,
Clause Type X3 S - Copula - KP
I1'm your father, child.
You & naughty doy. Yes, you is.
That's a deal, man.
We a child.
There are no exanples pf Clause Types X1 and X1,

Clause Typs XIll: S q‘Vt ~ 10 = C (C = conplement of measure)
§
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I bet you twenty dollars...
That don't hurt me one bit, btoy. |
There are no BNNE examples of Clause Type XIV,
Clauso Type XVt S = VPI - DO
1 gave away the zoro.
Wo gonna _t_a_k_e_’_o_fg every‘hing.
She picked up the telephone.
Avd I'm heiping out Irving.
Clause Type XVIt S = VPS - DO
You shuffle them up?
Then he heist up the window and brought me in.
Firat, we turp these cards over.
You better go downstairs and cool yourself off.
Questions in BNNEB
BNNE question types can be discussed most clearly in relation to clause
types,
There are three basic types of questions in BNNE. The firat contains
an interrogative ¥H-t ¥ho, ¥here, why, ¥hat, how. The second begino with
an auriljary (one of the forms of be, will, can, dg or negative countirpart),

The declarative constituent position of the auxiliary is following the

‘ subject, I1n BB and BNNB, subject-auziliary inversion can indicate the

interrogative. The third type differs from the declarative clause in
intonati-n, Sone BNNE examples of thias type appecr to be the second type
followed by loss of auziliary. For exaaple, Are you going hoae? is the
second type, You going home? of the third,

185%40p Trpe )+ There is a large numdber of the interrogative VH-
queation type in BNXNE, [Exanples are similar t> SB, the only exception
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being the regula: absence of BNKE present tense copula (see p.26ffVerbs Copula
in presernt tensc). This feature is not oritical to the identity of the

¥H- question. The ahsence of an suxiliary, however, will change a question
from the second to the third type.

Examples of the firat typo with who follow.

¥ho beat between me and Barry?
Who took that off?

Interrogatives with copula preasent a greater variety of forms,
Phonological conditioning strongly influences whether a present tense
copula form will be -resent or absent. The present tense is treated here
since the past copula form is invariable: was (e.g., ¥ho was here yestorday?).

The present tense copula has aseveral forms with who.

¥ho's the parent?

Who's the lady who used to come here?

Who gonna be the mother and who be the father?
¥ho in here fifteen years old?

There are insufficient examples of who questions to forwulate distri-
butional rules.

There is only one exaaple each for interrogatives related to who!
whose, and yho all.

¥hose 18 they?
¥ho all'll play firat?

Exasples of the interrogative yhat are mumerous and are divided into
tvo groups: copula and non-copula constructions.

iaalysis of copula constructions strengthens the phonological basis
for predicting presence or absenze of the present tense forms, The copula
form jq occurs in full or contracted form following xhat if the subject ie

8 singular NP,

O
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What's your name? What is your name? I asked you what i

your name?

What's all that black atuff?
Vhat is it?

What kind of talk js that?

Non-copula what questions have an underlying verb auxiliary, somatimes

abaent. What queations with the auxi}' wry follow.
¥hat did you do, add that up with my other?
What do that mean?
What can I do?
¥hat is you doin?

Mhat conatructions with no auxiliary follow.

Yhat you say?
¥hat you want me to do?
What you got?
Yhat you looking at?

¥hat you gonna tell me, mommy?

Note the absence of the auxiliary be nmarzer with second person singular

subjeot, and its presencs v.ith third person sirpular subject.
There are few post-verbal yhat questions.
You knov what? (vhat = DO)
You said do what?
If ) don't have to what? (what = predicate)
It's agree? (No.) Well, what?

A partisl interrogative has an interrogative Y- filling a functional

alot in a phrase.
Yhat work?
Unti) what tise?



Well, what day of July?

Examples of interrogative which are of one type: the moun modifier.
For this reason, it would be more accurate to diacusa it with the RP.
For the sake of convenience, it is mentioned here.

¥hich way you starting?
Which one is it?
(You loat that one.) Loat which one?
Did I order you? On vhich one?
Exanples for shy can be mentioned briefly.
Why don't you just be quiet?
Well, vhy it ny fault then?
A funotional equivalent for why is how come.
How come 1 couldn't do that, too?

¥here provides a sufficient number of examples to strengthen phonological
hypotheses regarding presence or absence of corula/auxiliary be.

The person and nuaber of the clause subject detormine whether the
present tense copuls/auxiliary de is 1ost or retained and, if retained,
thoe form of it. Third person singular subjects tend to preserve the present
tense copula/auxiliary be as a contracted merker ('e) folloving where
while second singular and all plural subjects tend to be lost.

Trird Singular
¥here's the lady at?
Yhere's that?
Second Singular
Yhere you at?
V¥here you taking thea?
lural

Where thea cards 1 gave you? Where thea carde?
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The auxiliary do is frequently absent following where.
Where you see that at?
Absence of do has beer saen previously,
What you mean - so bad?
¥hat you want me to do?
Hoy 18 usad in several types of constructions: simple interrogative,
interrogative noun/ldjeotivo modifier, and a constituent in a frozen
hox about. BExamples of the simple intorrogative ares
How c&n you order me ¢n that one?
ng you all gonna gat out of there?
How could I a done that?
How you eay if 1 get rid of my dog?
Examples of the interrogative adjuotive modifier ares
How 01d will you be?
How many points can you tske off?
1 get six points and he get how much?
How as a conatituent in a frozen phrase how unbout is used to present
a serics of alternatives after one has been propoted, or else to bring a
proposal to the fore for action. Exaaples follow.
How about homework?
You need something, Okay, now, how about £t?

How about if 1 stay later than ten o'olock, will you let
me atay home laturday?

Question Type 2. 1n a large nuadber of questions the auxiliary is
the initial constituent (copula constructions being exceptiona since they
can algo occur initially in a question). Exaaples follow.

¥ill you cone howa early?

Can he keep his dog?
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Do that taste good?
Did you go to the circus?

Exemples with negatives follow,

Ain't you gonna look at them 80 you know where they iu?
Don't you wvant me to get my hair cut?
Anthony,didn't you whisper something in his ear?

Examples of initial copula follow.

Is that right?

Is that an agreement?

Ia you creemun?13

Afin*t it the prairie wind that blow you down?
Afn't that right?

Question Type 3 (Intonation). Questions designated solely by intonation
are relatively few. Copula constructions involve interesting patterns
(see p, 26ff. Verbs Copula in present tense).

Bxamples of Question Type 3 follow,

He said he could beat me?
You don't want {t?

I can't tell thea?

1 can go on the trip?
And then we have to go?
Put another agreeasnt?

Soao ezanples are asdiguous relative to intonation and auxiliary
deletion,

You remember that day?
You want us to go get George?

T'all two wan' play?
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You got another one?

We gonna get paid today?

But we comin' the week after next?
You shuffle them up?

The copuln also has this sambiguity between questions indicated solely
by intonation as opposed to copula deletion. An exanple of intcnation
followa.

It's agree?
This conforms to the pattern for it + present tense copula. Intonation is the
sole indicator of the question.

An example of copula deletion is:

That me?
This is interpreted as Is that me? from which is has been deleted. If
this example were to parallel It's agree? the form would be That's me?
No copula form exiats {n a phonolugical enviromment conditioned for its
appearance: 1it's or that's. Further examples of the first subclass aret

It's agree?

You Birdman, huh? {regular clause inlonation = 231)

It's four o'clock now?
Exanples ambiguous with regard to class follow {al1 having a rising
intonation contour).

This the last we playin'?

You the parent?

You ready?

They Diane's?
Negatjon in BXNE

BNNE forma negatives on two levels:r clause and sub-clause. Clause
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negation negates the essantial assertion of the clause. Partial negation
negates one or more clause constituents.

The negative particle for clause negation is used in the verd phrase in
one of two formai full or contracted. The contracted fora n't is most
common and occurs with verd auxiliaries and modala. The only possible
exceptions are may and might vhich have questionable status in BNNE. In
addition, the full form not occurs when the present tense copula is lost:
(He ain't...vs. He not...).

Copula + Negative. Most commonly, the contracted negative particle
occurs ¥ith the copula a3 ain't.

I a.n't no fool.

You ain't the parent.

Birdman ain't so good,

It ain't oy firast time.
The full negative particle occurs with the firat person singular subject
(_I_'_! m_t_...), the third person singular eubject, with the contracted form
of the copula (That's not...), and sezond and third person subjeots where
copula has been lost (You not..., He mot...).

I'es not sure.t

I'm not a voman.

That's not right...No, it's not.

That's not the one.

You not in this ganme.

You not the parent.

He not a dad boy.

Ve not allowed to hit nobody in the stomach or nothin'.

*A count of negative forma in the corpora showed that 1'a

Dot...vas more common than § ajn't..., Ihat's not... it's
th

ei...us about as coaadn as m..c. nm““
er third singular sudbjects used ain't almost excluaively.
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The position of the auxiliary + negative is datermined by features of the
clause. The usual syntactic order of negative copula constructiors is
S - Corula - Negator (You ain't the parent). There are exceptions to this
order. Pirst, when the grammatical subjsct is a negative (aobody, nothing.
no + Noun), the order becomes Copula - Negator ~ S....

Ain't nothin' wrong with that.

There ain't nothin' funny about him.

Second, negative copula questions (non-wh-) have the Copula - Negator - S...
syntactic order.

Ain't it the prairie wind that blow you down?
Ain't that right?
A eimilar corstruction involvea a sepantically empty olause introducer
(It ain't pothin', is it?, There sin't no mother and father: just the
parenta., That ajn't pothin' sbout that.), which may slso be lost.
Ain't no other one to take.
Ain't no mother, fathery Just parenta.
The negative past tense copula is simply wasn't.
But they wasn't good parents,
+ooand he L01d he. .. .yeal...that she ¥asn't no kleptonaniac.
Auxjliary ‘'be' + Nezative. This auxiliary with the negative behaves
like the copula, Muat comaon in present tense is pin't. 1t usually follows
the gramsatical subject.
1 ajn't doin' like George did.
I ajn't gonra bde tha parent.
You ain't gonna get none,
The full negative particle occura with first person singular and third
peraon singular objects vith the contracted copula (1'a ot..., 3hat's not...)
and second and thind person subjects vith copula absent {low pot..., he BRY.. ).
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(it.g, he tellin' him.) No, I'm not. I just psst, pest,
psst. What do that mean?

But if you'rs not goin' for your onesiea goin' back...

I? you not lookin', somebody could run down there and kick
the can.

You not gettin' nothin' else.
Like the cnpula, when the subject of a clause is hegative (nobo y. nothing,
no + Noun), the auxiliary is initial.

Oh, boy, ain't nobody gonna convince you.'

Constructions with semantically-empty clause introducers most commonly
lose it a:id begin with the auxiliary and the negative.
Ain't gonna be no next time.

The negative past tense auxiliary be is simply wasn't.

I told you I thought I wasn't gonna get nothin'.

.++.8h0 act like she had just got locked in there, like
they wasn't goumna steal nofin' or nofin'.

Auxiliary 'have' (or BNNE equivalent) + Negative. There are twn

different auxiliary + negative constructions commonly found in parallel
linguistic environments: haven't and ain't. The significant identifying
form of these constructions is the past participle. There is no apparent
meaning difference between the two. Both normally follow the grammatical
subject. |

I haven't been doin' much but fixin' my bike.

He atill haven't caught up with me, though.

We haven't played each other yev.

I ain'?% never seen them before.

I ain't broke no agreement.

That ain't come »n yet. It comes on Fridays.
When the grammatical subject is negative, the auxiliary and subject are
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reversed,

I'm sorry, but ain't noboiy by that name been livin' on
Stingy Road.

Ain't nobody beat. It's a tie.'?
Auxiliary 'do' + Negative. The contracted form of the negative particle
occurs with do.
You don't order me. I order you.
Birdman don't play so good.
It don't be open on Monday.
That don't hurt me one bit, boy.
Nobody else don't be the father.
The auxiliary and subject are inverted in imperative constructions and
questions.
Think hard. Don't make a mistake.
Don't you want me to get my hair cut?
Why don't you just be gquiet?
Auxiliary 'did’ (or BNNE equivalent) + Negative. There are two
auxiliary + negative constructions found in parallel environments: didn't

and ain't. Both co-occur with the base form of the main verb, again with

no apparent meaning difference.
I didn't give away the five.
She didn't get me, but she had a little talk with me.
Wo didn't see all cof it. We was downstairs.
(A. Did you see that?) I ain't see none of ‘em.

”~
(So I did beat one.) You ain't beat none. (I did 85 beat
a game.) Oh, yeah. When I was the child, he did beat one.

Some of ‘'em went in, but I ain't go in.
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The subject and auxiliary are inverted in qu .tions.

Anthony, didn't you whisper something in his ear?
When the subject is hegative. the auxiliary precedes it.

(So we both beat.) Ain't nobody beat. It's a tie.

«ssthey had a draw, and didn't nobody know they was drawin'...

" Modal Auxiliary 'can' + Negative. The usual order is exemplified by

the following?

If he can't find enybody, everybody get in free.

Yes sir. But they can't beat me.

The order 8 changed in questions (Can't you do that if you ant to?),

when the subject is omitted (Can't get it off like this, see?, Can't take .

off none, 8¢ don't try.), and when the subject is negative (Can't nobody

convince you.).
Modal Auxiliary 'could' + Negative. The customary syntactic order is
oxemplified by the following. |
How come I couldn't do that, too?

Y'all said that y'all could go out Saturday night but I
said y'all couldn't.

When the subject is negative, it and the auxiliary are reversed.
Couldn't nobody in there beat me playin'.

Modal Auxiliary ‘will' + Negative.

I bet you twenty dollars you won't beut me,

Them bof of 'em won't get no zeroes.

See, with me around, you won't never beat.
Modal Auxiliary ‘would' + Negative.

I guess it was broke. 1t wouldn't change.

eveard the man wouldn't give him none...

They had a --~ had paintei a hippy bus, so nobody would
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negative and the subject is noted.

cages together and make a general statement.

suspect them. So nobody wouldn't rob fhem or nithin'.

Modal Auxiliary ‘mav’ + Negative.

You may not go on the trip.

'‘Not' + Infinitive.

»s.our father tell her not

to teke and give us no money;

not to give ua none of us none of no money.

She said, "My mother told me not to let nobody in..."

Throughout the discussion of negation, the sequence of the auxiliary +

It might be helpful to bring these

1.) A positive subject

precedes the auxiliary + negative (and copula + negative). 2.) If the

subject is negative (nobody, nothi

, no + N), the order is reversed for

can't, couldn't,didn't, ain't (copula and auxiliary), ain't (= haven't),

and ain't (= didn’'t)(A velow). The order remains S + V for

don't (B below).

A.

B.

They can't beat me.

How come I couldn't do that?

Larry didn't help me norve.

Ne ain't gonna give them nothing.

I ain't no fool.

1 ain't broke no agreement.

(So I did beat one.). You

ain't beat none.

The man wouldn't give him none.

Birdman don't play so good.

The following summarizes partial negation.

78«

wouldn't and

Can't nobody convirce you.

Couldn't nobody in there beat
me playing.

«..and didn’t nobody know they
was draving.

Oh, boy, ain't nobody gonna
convince you.

Ain't nothing wrong with that.

Ain't nobody by that name been
living on Stingy Road.

Ain't nobecdy beat.

.+.80 nobody wouldn’t se¢e him.

»ssnobody don't beat nobody.

Partial negation refers




to negation of any one of the non-verb phrase functional siote in the
'clause.
Subject + Negator
Sorry, nobody lives oﬁ Stingy Rosd by that neme.
NP + Negator
Not that one.
Time adverbial + Negator
See. You can never beat me, boy.
Not Saturday night,
Not yet.
Not no more.
Object + Negator
You get nothin’'.
I get two points. He get none.
Adjective phrase + Negator
Not older than me.
Predicate + Negator
Not even type on it.

Multiple negation derives from sentence negation. Multiple negation
is the grammatical process whereby one or more phrases in one nonrverb
functional slot of the cl;use is negated, in addition to the VEF.

Auxiliary and Subject
Ain't nobody beat.
Can't nobody convince you.
Ain't nobody gonna convince you.
Couldn't nobody in there beat me playin'.

They had a draw, and didn't nobody know they was drawin'.
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Nobody don't beat nobody.
Nobody else don't be the father.

You be a good sport if nobody don't mess wif you or nothing.

He clossd the window back 8¢ nobody wouldn't see him...ll
Auxiliary and ObJject

An' 1 ain't gonnaAhave nothin'.
You aid't gonna get none.

Mama ain't gonna give me no whippin'.
"Not" and Object

You not gettin' nothin' else.
Copula/Auxiliary "be" + Complement
That ain't nothin' about that...
»«.and he told her that she wasn't no kleptomaniac...
Ain't gonna be no next time.

There ain't no mother and father, just the parecnts.

Auxiliary and Adverb of Time

Alexander Mundy don't never be caught.

I can't go swimming no more.
Auxiliary and Sentence Modifier

He ain't gonna get none nohow.

Auxiliary and Object of Preposition

You won't agree on nothin'. let's see. How come he don't
agree on nothin'?

Several examples of double negation have no negative auxiliary.

Subject and Object

Nobody gets nothin'.

Preverbal Adverb and Object

He never get none.
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5See Appendix, p. A-7ff. and A-15ff. for information relative to the
deaign of instructional materials.

6See pP. 77. 3+ V. Auxiliary did (or BNNE equivalent) + not.

7See Appendix A, p. A-12ff, for information on the present tense copula

" relative to the design of instructional materials.

8See Appendix A, p. A-16 for a discussion of the status of auxiliary
have in BNNE,

9The catenative verb construction is discussed in the next section
on the same page. '

1oGleason. op. cit., pp. 312 - 315.

11For a discussion of the different word order see p. 79.

12Gleason, op. cit., pp. 299-328.

131t is interesating to note that the copula which occurs in the
interrogative is is: the same as occurs in the embedded clause (Do you know
what they ig?). This is contrary to expectationa as seen in the paradi

(You & paughty boy., They police.). '

14Ain't may be didn't since beat = verb base or participle.
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APPENDIX
Crammatical Counts Relevant

to Instructional Materisals

Formation of BNNE Noun Plurals

The following discussion attempts to list similarities and differences
of plural formation in SE and BNNE and to present an explanation of the
differences.

Classes of plural formation in Standard English. SE noun plurals

ave formed in five basic ways,l as follows:
Class 13 Some nouns' plural formation is phonologically conditioned.
| a. Nouns erding in voiced stops, nesals, vowels, r, 1 and v have
the plural ending /z/: cubs, games, bees, bers, bills, groves.
b. Nouns ending in voiceless stops and f have the plural ending
/s/: cups, clefs.
c. Nouns ending in the spirants {s, z, ¥, %, &, and J) have the
plural ending /iz/: glasses, roses, wishes, garsges, witches,
Judges.

Clags 2: Some nouns form the piural by changing the final stem-consonant

and adding /z/ or/iz/ ¢ house-houses, knife-knives, path-patha.

Class 31 Some nouns form the plural by adding /4n/ to a changed or un-
changed stem: ox-oxen, child-children, brother-brethren.

g_;m 4t Some nouns form the plural by an internal vowel alterrcation:
man-men, woman-women, foot-feet.

Class 53 A small number of nouns have an identical singular and plural
form: sheep, fish, deer, moose.

Two aspects of BNNE plural formatiun. The main focus of intereat is
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how BiNE speskers form plurals, More specifically, 1) do BNNE and SE
speakers utilize the same processes of noun plural formation? and 2) do
related words in BNNE and SE form plurals in the same way (i.e., are
related words in the same noun plural class?).

Consider these BNNE plural variants, grouped according to S noun

plural formation classes.

SE Class 1: BNNE Plural Forms
a. dog [dogl ~ [dogg)
bed [be™1dz] ~ [be™:d]
car [khp z)
cold [kholzJ ~ Dchowz] ~D<howdz]

friend {fréngd ~ [frénts]

school [skuwz] ~ [skuw]

shoe [ Bkwz]

b. bet Tets) ~ [ret?
hike Mhoyks) ~ [heyk]
desk {desd) ~ ['desiz)
test [t e ~ |'th siz]

graph [er @fa] ~ [gr of ]

raft {r eefa]
dent [den+8) ~ [denetes]
coat [khowta]
colt iMowts) ~Molts)
cart [k% t] ~ D(%ts]

¢. prize Y_phrazz] ~ T phrazizj
face [teye) ~ [feysiz]
wish Lvriz]
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place
]
rice

-
SE Class 23

path
knife
house
loaf
calf
SE  Class 3:
child
SE Clsas 4:
man
woman
tooth
mouse
goose
foot
SE Class 5:
fish
roose
sheep

deer

{phlc y8j ~ IphleyS*ZJ

(reys] ~ [reysiz)

[phbegs]

[nasvz] ~ (yfs)
[hewz4z) ~ [hews]
[towf] ~ [lowfs]
[fl;h efs] ~ [kh @f] |

[‘é ha:lz_] ~ [erfr#n]

[men] ~ (kenz) ~ [meenz]

[ *wun¥s )

[t%iw0] ~ [tivesl ~ [trye] ~[t%h yra]
{maws] ~ [moys] ~ [mawsiz)

(givs:)

[fiyt] ~ [fryte] ([futsl)
[f18] ~ [f1642]

[muws]

{siyps)

[ar.%.z

Distinctive BNNE Plural Formations. Note first the types of plural

formation utilized in BNNE. The examples reveal but one variation in

formation c¢f a few BNNE plurals.

In SE, eithuer a vowel change or the addition of

the plural. BNNE sometimes utilizes both.

A3
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SE  tooth BNRE (p1.) [tMryfe]

SE (pl.) [thyel

SE man BNNE (pl.) [menz)
SE (p1.) (wen]
SE  foot BNNE (pl.)  (fryts]
SE (p3.) fzyt]

These BNNE variants are not the major variant for that novun. It is,
however, inaccurate to cite them as "rare"™ since thuy do recur.

In summary, all SE plural formation ﬁypes are found in BNNE. 1In
addition, BNNE speakers use redundant markers. The explaneition for this
formation is unclear, perhaps due to hypercorrection. This quest.on of

its origin will not concern us for the preasent.

glurai formation of related nouns in BNNE and SE. A class by class
analysis reveals the coincidence of class membership for noun plurals
in BNNE and SE. |
In Class 1, a noun commonly occurs with no plural marker.
two dog
two bet
two graph
two prize
two place
These variants as such fit Class 5 in which the plural is unchanged.

A large number of variants, however, reme’n in Class 13

degs col's {colds)
ears schools
shoes prizes

bets dents
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graphs wighes

coats places

One significant area of noun plural formation is the loas of & final
consonant, which removes that consonant's phonological jnfluence from
fornation of the plural form. The consonant preceding the "lostf consonant
then governs the plural formation. In some instances, the plural form
is unehaﬁged.

friend frieﬁ's [frenz]
raft raf's [reefa’)

The preceding examples remain in their subclasscs of Clase 1. Other
examplesa, however, rep;eaent noun plural formations differing from SE
because of final consonant loss.

desk (BNME (sg.) [des))s (pl.) ([desy) or ['desid
teat (BNKE (sg. ) [thca]); (p1.) [t}}. s3] or ['thea&z]

Some nouns in SE iiave -xr and -1, which in BNWE appear as vowel

glides,
cars [khbz]
colds [khov: z]

schools [ekuwz]
Clasa 2 also thows some unmarkad noun plural variants.
house
loaf
calf
Of the remaining varianta, only four are identicnl to SE: i.e., the final
consonent is changed end /-z/ or /-kz/ is added.
knives [hatve], also lives, leaves

housea {howz4z)




The remaining variants form their plurals like Class 1 nouns.

oath (p1.) [phanaJ. also booth
knife (pl.) {neyfel, slso 1life, leaf, loaf, calf

The one Class 2 example is child., The least frequent variant was
children (the SE plural) and the most frequent was two childs (a
Cl2ss 1 formation type).
SE Class 4 words are not all v.ie same in BNNE. A few remain in Class 4,
which forms the plural solely by a vowel change,
mern mice
teoth [th: yf] feat
Several use Class 1 formation rulee.
nens mouses
tooths foots
Scme fit Claes 5 (no change).
voman [rum¥i] mouse

tooth goose

Though there are but a few BNNE exsmples which parallel SE Class 5,
there are some differences from SE. Soveral remain in Class 5.
1008€
fish
Several go to Class 1.
fishes
sheeps
deers
Scveral nouns commonly appear with no plural ending. One of the
most comron is gent.
Pive cent

Siz five cent
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The Marker of Possession.

It wan noted earlier that the SE possessive for nouns is used but

rarely. This means that the wmmarked noun preceding a head can be a
posgsessive. The reason why & noun without a segmental possessive indicator
may neverthelesa be ponsessive, is due to the streas pattern of the respective
phrages. Word order (N + N) and accompanying stress pattern \ /. are
indicators of possessiont (/= Primary Stress; \ = Secondary Stress).

bé%y c=}riage (SE a carriage for babiea)

giby ci;riage (SE a singie baby's carriage)
Past Tense Formation in BNNRE.

The formation of the Past Tense in BNNR has some major differences
from SB. An understanding of the nature of these differences is essential
to work on inatructional procedures or materials.

A typology for studying BNNE Pest Tense forwation. It has been
helpful to view the forms of BNNE past tense within the framework set forth
by Gleason for SE.2 This framework was taken as a reference only, It was
not asgumed that Gleason's categories would be & valid description ~f BNNE
Past Tense.

Gleason differentiaten 53 classes of verbs on the basis of Past Tense
and Participle formations 13 clasaes in some detail. He merely mentions
6 classes with two meabers each, and 34 classes with one member each. The
participle ia disregarded here aince only the formation of the past terse
is relevant. It is necessary to the discusuvicn to be faniliar with Cleason's
first 13 clasaes.

Class 1t Past tense is formed in one of three phonologically-conditioned
vayst 1) /4/ after stem-final /b,g,Ysv,d,8,2,m,0,0,1,r,3,y,¥, R/,
e.8, Tuddbed, rigged, Judged, etc.
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2) /t/ after stem-final /p,k,%,£,0,8,%/, e.g., steppeﬂ. picked,
switched, otc.

3)  /4d/ after oten~final /t,d/, e.g., seated, padded

Class 2: The verb is unchanged in past tenset e.g.,» bet, cut, hit, etc..

Class 3: Past tense is formod by changing the stem vowel /i/ to /o/:
e.g., ciing-clung {alac "dig, sink, sting").

Class 4: Past tense is formed by changing the stew vowel /iy/ to /e/
and adding /t/1 e.g., creep-crept (also "deal, feel, kesp, sweop, weep").
Class 51 Past tense is formed by changing the atem vowel /iy/ to /e/:
¢.8., bleed-bled (also "feed, meet, speed").

Cless 61 Paat tense is formed by changing the stem vowel /i/ to /ee/:
e.g., begin-began (also "drink, ring, swim"}.

Class 71 Past tense is formed by changing the stem vowel /ay/ to /ow/t
e.g., drive-drove (also “ride, smite, write"),

Class 81 Past tensc is formed by changing the stem-final /d/ to /t/1
e.g., bend-bent {also "build, spend").:

Class 9t Past tens» is formed by changing the stem vowel /iy/ to /ow/:
e.g., freeza-froze {(also "speak, steal"),

Clasg 101 Past tense is formed by changing the stem vowel /ay/ to /aw/s
e.g., bind-bound (also "find, grind, wind").

Closs 11t Past tense 18 formed by changing the stem vowel /ow/ to /uv/s
e.¥., blow-blew (also "grow, know, throw").

Cle1s 121 Past tense in forwed by changing the stem vowel /e/ to /o/,
(Cleason's dislect /oH/)1 e.g., bear-bore {also "swear, tear, wear"),
Class 13t Past tense is formed by changing the stem vowel /ey/ to /u/s
e.g., foraake-forsook (also "take, shako").

The BNLE morphological category 'fast'. Justification for the category
Paat Tense in BNNE was established by the presence of unaabiguous past
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tense indicators for nine of the thirteen classes previously deacribed.
(In three of the four unrepresented clauses, however, there were no
examples.) Some of the verified past tenses ares Class 1t Jjumped,

started, tumbled; Claes 2: hit, beat; Class 31 won; Class 41 slep(t);

Class 51 met, read; Class 101 found; Cluss 11: blew up, threw; Class 12:

broke; Class 13: took. There are also oxemples fro:. some of the forty
clanses not mentioned above: heard, asde, -sid, saw-scen, came,was, had,

told, got, bit, vent, rgn, fell, gave, caught, thought, lost.

Distinctive BNNE Past Tense Markers.

In two of the thirteen classes there were non-SE past tense variants.
In the other forty clesses, there were eight non-SE past tense variants.
Claess 1 Past Tenscs are formed by adding an alveolar stop /t.d/ or
the sequence /4d/. Thie fact is responsible for variations in that clasas
a3 word-final conoonants are easily lost in BNNB. Another factor to account
for veriation is the use of the historical present as & narrative devics
in BNNR, i.e., using present tense vhere a& past tense is used in SE. An
exanmplo of historical present follows!
And then, he come out and the cat jumped, and scre.jches
hie face, and then the-~then he runs to the door and
the dog bites his leg, and then he run in the garden,
and the mule kicks him, and then he come back to his
frionds and say, "Three mon juap--some wierd monsters

Jusp ne, a witch vas on = broom scratch my face, and a
man bit ay leg, kick me on the leg...

The verb 'aay' seems to bs invariable, as a narrative styliotic
feature.

They had caught the man and they had him u; wif a gun and
then--and then the others-«the other two investigators--

and the man say, "“If you don't coae, I'a gonna kill this

lady.® And they-~first--they had already one man...

(P. What happened there, lazuel? Vhy did you only get

five? TYou got two agreements?) L. 1 say, "I won't
¢clean up around the house.®
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How important is the influence which BN.'E phonological deletion rules
exert on the elimination of past tense markers?

In an attempt to assess differences in BNNE past tense formation from
SE, a count was made of potuntial past tense verds to note presence or
abaence of a past tenae marker in connected speech,

Purpose of the Count. The object of the count was to answer two

questionst 1) How many verbs are unmarked for past tonse when context
indicates past tenee?, and 2) How many unmerked past tense verbds were due
to the loes of final consonant -d or -t?

The corpora used for the count were geme playing sessions, narrative
sessione, and casual interview sessions for children from one of the two
ereas mentioned in footnote 12 of the introduction,

Sotting up the Count. The number of potential past tenses was
determined by contextusl features such as other past tenses and/or adverbial
constructions in context.

The verba were then separated according to the formation type of the
past tonse. Five major types of Past Tenae were isolated. The first type
has only the endinge /-t/, /-d/, snd 4d/. A secord type has only the change
of a stem-vowel. The third type has a vowel change in the stem and the
erdings /«t/, /-4/, ard /#d/. The fourth type is unchanged for past
tense. Finally, the rifth type hes a suppietive past tense, if.e., the past
formation has no phonological similarity to the present tense forms.

Excluding Anbiguous Exanples. Two limitations excluded phenomena
of questionable interpretation. Several phonological environaents made
it impossidle to determine whether /-t/, /-d/ were present or not. Pre-

ceding vords vith initial consonants /t-/, /4-/,/d-/, ard/e-/, potential
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past tenses were 'uncountable.' Historical present tenses were also excluded,
even though they occur where SE dictates thé use of a past tense.

Summary of Results. A summary shows 461 countable past tenses and 120
uncountablea. There wers 108 countables of the first type (/;t/. /-d/,
and /-#d/), of which 40 were paet and 68 were unmarked, There were 150
countables of the second type (i.e., past indicated by a stem vowel change),
all 150 of which were pact. There were 140 countablea of the third type
(1.e., past indicated by stem vowel changs and final /-t/, /-d/, and
/4d/), of which 84 had the redundant past tense., Consistent with the second
class all stem vowels were changed. In other woids, of the 56 cases not
marked redundantly for past tense, loss of redundency was due to the loss
of finsl /-t/, /-d4/, and /-4d/ in every case. There were 26 countables of
the fourth type (i.e., no past tense indicator), all of which potentially
had stem-final /-t/. 1n only 5 cases, /-t/ was lost (21/26). There were
29 countadblea of the fifth type (i.e., past tense is suppletive: e.g., go-
went} all of which had a potentisl final /-t/. 1In 20 instarcea, the /-t/
vas lost (9/29)?

Discusaion of Results. The results point up the significance of

final /=t/, /-4/, and /-44/ in pcedicting the absence of past tense forms
in BNNE, and the necessity to explaein and practice this aspect of the
languege in inatructional progresas.

On the contrary, stea vowel change as a past tense indicator in BNNE
is consistent with SE and should not need more than customary caphasis in
instructional materiale,

Beaides these two characteristica of BKXE past tense, several distinct

BNNE past tenses occurredt Type 1 exaaples - burnt and killt: other exaaples -

[anned, seen, telled and broked.
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Presence Vs. Absance of Present Tense Auxiliary "be"/Copula in BNNE

In order to get an idea of the shape of the Auxiliary be/Copula
Presoent Tense paradigm a count was carried out.4 For each potential
present tense environment, it was noced whether the Auxiliary Qg/Copuln
was parked by 1) a full form (am, is,are), 2) a contracted form (-m, -s,
-re), or 3) no overt marker (@).

The verient in some environments is conditioned by word order, a case
of this Yeing the mmbedded clesuse with copula (Do you know where they ;g?).
The form is invarient in this environment and for this reason, was not
counted since the invariability would distort the count of non-positionally-
conditioned variants.

The A-temporal was considered uncountable, by definition. That ia,
only pressnt tense variants were counted.

Sumnary of Results. The results can be summarived btriefly. There vere
798 countable environments and 35 urcountables of the clause-final copula
type. Of these 35, 31 were i3 forms {4 non-sgreement), 2 are forms, and
2 pa forms,

Of the 798 countable forms, 88 (11%4) were full forms, 473 (59%)
contracted forms, and 237 (30%) gzero forme. This breakdown is structurally
trivial and yields but one generalizationt the nuaber of contracted and
the nuaber of sero copuls variants far outweigh the number of full verd
foras., PFor SE, it would be expected that the percentages of full and
contracted forms would infinitely exceed the szero forums.

Structurally significant information emerges from a further breakdown
by the grammatical subject of the clause in vhich the Auxiliary be/Copula
occurs. 1t was demonstrated previously that the sudject of the clause in

which the Auziliary gg/COpula could potentially occur determined which fora
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of the copula wes underlying.

The following chart ahows this breakdown with the attendent count,

Environment Rull Form Contracted Form  Zero Forti
NP (sg.) 25 7 21
NP (p1.) 10 (3 non-agr.) 7
Corgor ao and :
hin"),
1 (an) 1 173 8
You (are) 12 (4/12 = ") 14 19
He (is) 2 15 43
She (ie) 1
It (1s) 5 2 8
That (is) 3 19 4
This( 1s) 6 (includss 5
{ils:))
We (are) 2 11
They (are) 4 1 18

Interrogatives and clause introducers do mot govern the Auxiliary bde/
Copuia form. Thie is governed by the grasaatical sudject of the clause.

These factors are dinplayed below,
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Full Form Contracted Form| Zero Form
Gram, Subjs 3 8g. other |3 sg. , other } 3 eg. othar

Who 1 (1)}5 4 1
Where 2(2)113 8
What 9 2 (1)|18 1 6
There 5 1 (1)

Rere 4

Hiec.(x) 5 2 1

(X) The miscellaneous class includes adverbs and posseesive
pronouns, all with too few examples on which to base any
structural statements.

(Y) Insz;ncea of non-agreement of the listed number are noted
in (),

On the basie of this count, & paradigm iu set forth for BNNE as
follows. '
I'm the best player.
You the best player.
He the best player,
She the best player.
It's & good game.
That!s a good game.
This 18 a good game. ~s Thie a good game.
¥e good playera.
They good players.
Alexander Mundy 4 the best.
Thea boys are good. A Thea toys good.

Me aid him the best.
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Copula Past Tense: ‘Was' Vs, 'Were'

The descriptive statement in the main text postulated was as the
only Auxiliary gg/COpula past tense variant in BNNE. This statement wae
made on ths basis of a count trying to determine the relative frequency of

was and were.

Only those environments in which the grammatical subject preceded the
copula vere classed as countable. This excluded interrogatives where whet,
Mhere, why, an& 80 forth preceded the past tense. Clause introducers
such as there, and it were also coasidered uncountable.

Since moat of the speech in the game scssions was in the present tense,
only the narratives and the interviews from the CAL and the other school

children wvere coneidered.s

Suzaary of the Resultsé. A summary shows the following results: 349
countable environaents, of which 330 have the yas varieant and 19 the
xere variant. Structurally significant statementa emerge after a further
structural breskdown which differentiates environments according to the

person and nuaber of the gramnatical subject, as followa:

Crammatical

Subjects . Nas _Yheve
NP « (singular) 51 1
*NP - (plursl) 6 3
1 38 0
*You 3 2
Re 62 0
She 33 0
It 79 0
That 11 0
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Crammatical

Subjeots (cont.) ¥as  (cont.) Were (cont.)

This )| 0
*¥o 16 >
*They — 10

330 19

The starred forms (*) are important, since they have grammatical
subjecto which in SE govern wer¢. Thess figures indicate a slight
tendency toward werg {n BNNE. Yet, the dominant form remains wag, even
for the latter subjects (they was = 55, they yere = 18).

Have' {n BNNE

Haye belongs to two morphological clesses in BNKE, as in 3Ei
Msin Vord (Loxical) and Verd Auxiliary. A third olass might also be
considered: the catenative verd, e.g., heve $o + verbd.

The BNNE Main Verdb have ard the catenative have 10 very slightly
from SE. The only feature of Main Verd have and catenative verdb have
o pecvliar to BNNE is the occurrence of the uninflected form with third
person aingular subject ( he haye to ). This difference encompauses the
entire finite verd system.

Rarlier discussions of Auxiliary jhave in BNN86 have attenpted to
deny its existcnce in NNE surface structure. The {ssue hes tien debsted7
and discusaed with some clarification.

The etructural configurations involving Auziliary Qeyve in BNNE
do not appear unreasonably difficult. A sketchy paradiga will present

an overview of this satructure quickly.
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Sudject 'havs' Participle

He [ been hoxe a long time.B

He ain't been hoze a long time,

He haven't been hone a long time.

He (h)ad been home a long time.

Ho -4 been home & long time.
~OC

Subject Modal ‘have' Participle

He would a been at home.

He wouldn't a been at home,

The count tried to determine the dominant patterns of have in BNNE,
A count of all three atructural classes of have in BNNE corpora was nmade.

Catenative '‘have'. There were 165 potential catenative conatructions
of which 140 were haye $0, 2 has to, and 24 had to.

Five of the 140 have t0 had a third person singular sudject, which
constitutes non-sgreement of verd and subject. There were two has to
exanples, the usual SBE subject-verdb agreement. (See chart 1),

Lexical ‘have'. There were 190 lexical (main verd) have exsaple..
Of these, 99 vere present tense have-hag, and 91 past tense had.

Of the 99 present tenses, 96 vere have and 3 has. Ten of the 96

haye had third person singular subjects, aeaning that they did not agree
vith the sudject as in SE. (See chart 11).

Auziliery ‘have'. There were 49 occurrences of auxiliary have.
Present tensa accounted for 20 of thea, and past tense for 29.

There were two present tense varicntss has, aod §, ( Me has gone..

pm—
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and He gone. ). The most frequent was # with 18 occurrencesa, while for
has there were two.

There were two past variantss h

— 1

snd =d, ( She has gone.,
and §ng;g gone. ). Had was most frequent occurring 24 times. Contracted
=4 occcurred 5 times.

The auxiliary haye has the negative particle n't. There are three
negative variants of have in BNNE: 1 haven't done nothing  He hasn't

done nothin, and I ain't done nothing. There were 33 potential negatives.

Ain't was the moat frequent veriant occurring 29 times. Haven't was

next with 9 occurrences. Hasn't occurred only one time.
Three haven't occurrences had a third peraon singular subject,
conatituting a lack of subject-verb agreement,

Finally, auxillary have follows a modal verb, a3 in I would have

done it. There were 46 exemples In the corpora, of which 40 have 'a!'
/b/, as in I would -ve done it. Two instances have no suxiliary at all

and one example has the full form have.
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CHART I

CATENATIVE 'HAVE to' =~-'EAD to's

}  HAVE to HAS to _HAD to
NP. sg.* 3
rl, 1
I 2 9
You 23 2
Ho¥* 3 2 1
She* , 1
It* 1
Thig*
That*
We 1 3
They 1 3
Who* 1
Name® ' 1
Aux., + __ 108
140 2 24

#third person singular gsubject,

[] = non-agreement of subject and verb.
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LEXICAL 'BAVE':

CHART II1

HAVE ! HAD
NP sg. 1
Pl.
I 15 16
You 7 7
He (¢} 13
She 16
It B 2
This
That
We 24 8
They 5 12
(~)voay 2 1
Name 3
Who o
Aux, + 35 4
105 83

= non-agreement of subject and verbd.
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CHART IIX

Auxiliary "HAVE"

Have | -ve | Hao | ¢ Had -D | [Haven't| Hasn't| Ain't
NP sg. 1 3
pl. 1 1
I 1 6 2 4 13 .
You 3 2 | 5
He 1 5 5 1 5
She 3
It 1
This
That 1l 1
We ll 1 2 1
They 5 1 1
¥ho 1
(-)body 2 1
Name 2 2 1 2
0 0 2 18 24 5 9 1 29
i

Auxiliary 'Have':

L ave | ve | 8 | fo/

Auxiliery + + Participle 1 3 2 40
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Footnotes

IH.A. Gleason, An Introduction to Descriptive Linguistics (Rev.)
(New Yorks Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1962), pp. 97-99.

201eason, Ibid, pp. 102-103.

3'l‘hm discrepancy is no doubt due to the -nt sequence in -went
which is the most frequent auppletive past tense. Poat consonartal
stops are lost more readily than post vecalic.

4'I‘he count was made on 18 corpora: 9 parent child game sessions -
CAA # 4, 5/6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 15, 16 and 19; 5 narrative-interview sessions -
G&AR 10/24/68, KM 10/24/68, GS 6/25/69, KMAR 12/5/69, Ax 11/14/68, from
one of the two populations described in FN. 12. of the Introduction; 6
narrative sessions from the population described in FN. 14. of the Intro-
duez;ion, ()}B 1/21/69, GB 2/25/69, D¥ 2/20/69, RJ 2/12/69, RE 1/20/69,
M3 (date?).

5¢AA narratives and interviews: AR 11/14/68, DB and JF 4/9/69;

AR and KM 12/5/68; G and AR 10/24/68; KM 10/24/68; GS 6/25/69, Population
described in FN. 14. of Introduction: CW 6/17/69, CB 2/25/69, RJ2/12/69,
RH 1/20/69, PM 6/18/69, DW 2/20/69, 6/17/69, MS {dats?), GB 1/21/69.

6Mam'\rin Loflin presented this view stemming from his work with NNE

while at C.A.L. (See previous notes).

7One such discussion is presented in: William Labov, Paul Cohen,
Clarence Robins and John Lewis, A Study of the Non-Standard English Of
Negro and Puerto Rican Speakers in New York City V.I. Report No. CRP
3288, 1964, Columbia University, Contract ~-OBC-6-10-059, U,S. Office of
Education, 221-228.

'8The difference between simple past and the participle is not always
clear. Several verbs have simple pasts in BNNE which are indistinguishadle
from the participle: I seen it, Ho done it. The two forms do exist,
however. The following excerpt frem the narrative of one boy shows the
difference quite clearly, ‘

And I say, "I don't know where Kelvin went." So she say,
Kelvin gons to the ballgame with two other boys."
AR 10/24/68

Irne corpora used in the count were A) CAA games # 4, 5/6, 7, 8,
9, 11, 15, 16, 19, B) CAA Interviews and Narratives: ARG 10/24/68,
KM&AR 12/5/68, DB&JF 4/9/69, C) School Interviews and Narratives: GB
1/21/69, CB 2/25/69, DW 2/20/69, 6/11/69, RI 2/12/69, RH 1/20/69, MS
(aate?), cw 6/17/69, PM 6/18/69, RF 6/18/69.
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